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seams ip at a eonvenient angle to work in,
Leing inclined at the rate of about 1 in 10.
When just after the armistice I visited the
vast brown coal mines of Rhineland, to the
west of Cologue, T found the Germans work-
ing on brown coal with not less than 50 to
GO0 per cent. of water in it—— -

Hon, members will bear that in mind.
—and ntilising these mines as centres
for generating a vast amount of electrical
energy for distribution for power purposes
and for lighting over a radius of 50 miles
arounsd the field, At one mine alone—the
Fortona, eight miles west of Cologne—I
saw there was am output of some 30,000
tons of brown coal daily, and a consider-
able proportion of this was burned loeally
in furnaces for gemerating 120,000 continu-
ous kilowatts of electrical energy.  This
power was transmitted to the vast arsenal
and factories at Essen—

This will appeal to hon. members,

—and adjacent manufacturing areas, from
50 to 60 miles distant, It seems to me that
the day is probably mot far distant when
the Collie coalfield will be a vast centre for
generating electrical energy—

This supports my ecase wonderfully, and

the words are almost identically those 1 used

when submitting the motion.

—which will be transmitted thence to Perth
and other nearer areas in the South-West,
A scheme of this kind on a large scale is
being developed under the able administra-
tion of Sir John Monash at the great Mor-
well brown coal field, some 80 miies east
of Melbourne, for transmission of power to
Melbourne. Morwell eozl contains double
the amennt of moisture of Collie coal. If,
therefore, the Morwell coal can be suceess-
tolly utilised for this purposge, mueh more
should Collie coal be suitable for such a
purpose. '

Hon. J, W, Hickey: Did the professor
make ary reference to the cost of Collie coal
to the State?

Hon. J. EWING: I do not intend to refer
to that suhject beeause 1T would he out of
order in doing so. I need only remind the
people of the State what they owe to the
Collie coalfields. I do not intend to delay
the House any longer except to express the
hope that the division on this motion will
have a favourable result, The position is
seripus for Western Australia in that we are
supplying electricity to Perth and Fremantle
under a ¢ontract for a period of 50 years at
great loss. This will continue unless we ean
get eheaper coal. T am not blaming either
the Perth City Council or the Fremantle Coun-
cil for being able to get their current at
such a low rate. What I do desire is that
electricity should be prodeeed at below three-
farthings per unit. Hon, members should eon-
gider whether the question is worthy of in-
vestigation. T say, Jet us have this inquiry,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Question put and a division taken with the
following result;—

Ayes [
Noes 7
Majority against 1
AYEB,
Hon. J. Ewlng Hon. A. Sanderson
Hon. J. W. Hickey Hon. T. Moore
Hon. G. W. Mlles [Teller.)
Hon. E. Rose
NoOES.
Hon. H. P. Colebatch Houn. A. Lovekin
Hon, V. Hamersley Hon. C. McKenzie
Hon. E. H. Harrls Hen. R. J. Lynn
Hop., J. W, Kirwan - (Teller.>

Question thus negatived.

House adjourned at 10.175 p.m,

]
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BILL—LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX,
Council’s Requested Amendment.

Amendment requested by the Council now
considered.

In Committee.

Mr, Stubbs in the Chair;
charge of the Bill,

Clause 5.—Add the following proviso:—
Provided that, in any assessment made under
this clause, a "deduction shall be allowed for
interest or other expendifure incurred by the
person in the production of the income de-
rived from dividends,

The PREMIER: T have no objection to
the amendment. It is not the practice now
to make such & deduction. TLast year we

the Premier in
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brought the law iuto line with the Ineome
Tax Act as regarded all amounts which would
pay dividend duty at a higher rate than ls
34, in the pound. Tt is right that this dedue-
tion should be made. T move— .

That the amendment he made.

Hon. W, ¢. ANGWIN: How will this
apply to other income? Taxpayers have to
ineur expense to earn their incomes, but no
deduction is made. Members are put to the
expense to travel through their clectorates,
and no allowance is made. If it is right to
give this privilege to income from dividends,
why should not other people be allowed sim-
ilar deductions? The argument applies also
to a man who has to pay a few shillings each
week by way of fares to reach his employ-
ment. -

Mr., WILLCOCK: The Premier did not
offer a very satisfactory explanation for ac-
cepting the amendment. I know that this
nriginated with the Chamber of Commerce.
Should not an smendment be made to the
TLand and Income Tax Assessment Act?

The Premier: No.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The objection made By
the member for North-East Fremantle ap-
pears to be spund. Why should eompanies be
treated differently from individuals?

The Premior: This would affeet indi-
viduals.

Mr. WILLCOCK: To be logical, it should
include everyone. We should not legislate
for companies or for one class of individuals.
L am not disposed to favour the amendment
unless it embraces the whole gamut of income
taxation.

Mr, TROY: 1 did not grasp the Premier’s
explunation. The amendment provides that a
person, who receives the whole of his income
from dividends, shall have dedueted from his
assessment the expense ineurred in the col-
lection of the dividends.

The Premicr: No, in connection with the
earning of the dividends.

My, TROY: That is allowed for prior to
the payment of the dividends, A dividend
i3 deelared@ by a rompany after all expenges
have heen dedueted. Now the Premier pro-
poses to give a person whose income is de-
rived from dividends a further exemption.

The PREMIER: This will apply where
the ineome exceeds the amount whiech would
he charged at the rate of 13, 3d. in the pound.
{f income derived from dividends amounted
to, say, £2,000, it weuld be taxable at 2s. 6d.
in the pound and the person would pay at
the rate of 1s. 3d. on the amount reccived in
excess of the income charged at 1s. 34, but
he would not be giten any advantage over A
man who earned his income in the ordinary
way. So far we have not made any de-
duetion for the cost of earning dividends. Tt
a person borrowed £5,000 and put it into a
company, and paid 6 per cent. interest on the
money, the amonut of interest would be al-
lowed under this amendment., The Couneil’s
amendment is quite reasonable.
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Mr., ANGELQO: In the Upper House the
Minister for Education contended that this
amendment was not necessary, He said that
he had consulted both the Crown Law Depart-
ment and the Commissioner of Taxation re-
garding it, and had bYeen advised that under
the existing law this deduction was allowed.
It appears to me, however, that the amend-
ment might be aeccepted, so as to place it
beyond the power of the Commissioner of
Tazation to disallow any deduction of this
nature.

Mr. JOHNSTON: The Premier has put up
a very good argument in favour of the Coun-
¢il’s amendment, not only as regards peopls
deriving income from dividends, but as re-
gards all people earning incomes. If the
Premier would agree to the deletion of the
words ‘‘from dividends,’’ the Committes
could safely accept the Council’s amendment,
knowing that it would apply to everybody in
the State.

The Premier: The Act already provides
for what the hon. member suggests.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I move an amendment
on the Couneil’s amendment—

That the words ‘‘derived from divi-
dends’’ be struck out.

The CHAIRMAN: If those words are
struck out, the Council’s amendment will
have no meaning.

Mr, Troy: Other words can be substituted.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The carrying of
the amendment on the amendment would
leave matters exactly as they now stand, see-
ing that the Council’s amendment deals with
dividends. In order to achieve his end, the
member for Williama-Narrogin should move
that the word ‘‘clause’’ be siruck out and
‘fAct’’ ingerted in lien,

Mr. JOHNSTON: Very well; I ask leave
to withdraw my amendment on the Council’s
amendment.

Amendment on the
by leave withdrawn.

Mr. JOEHNSTON: I now move the follow-
ing amendment on the Counecil’s amend-
ment—

That the word ‘‘clanse’’ be atrnck out,
and ‘‘Aet’’ inserted in lieun.

The PREMIER: I hope the Committee
will deal with the Council’s amendment as
it stands, and not agree to the amendment
of the member for Williama-Narrogin. The
idea of the Council’s amendment is to ex-
empt from taxation such expenditure as has
been ineurred in earning the dividend. That
is perfeetly reasonable and right. Dedue-
tions for all expenditure incurred in earning
income other than dividends are already pro-
vided for. The carrying of the amendment
on the amendment might mean that a man’s
weekly board@ could be deducted. 8o far as
I know, every reasonable deduction is allowed
already. It is trne that members of Parlia-
ment are not allowed to deduet the cost of
election campaigns, travelling expenees, and
so forth,

Council’s amendment
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AMr. O'Loghlen: The Commonwealth makes
that aliowance. Yon are spending a lot of
money in order to let wmembers see the coun-
try.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I do not wish to
aceuse the Premier of inconsistency, but he
is inconsistent, The Couneil’s amendment,
subject to the amendment of the member for
Williams-Narrogin, would put everybody on
the same footing. The Council’s amendment,
which the Premier supports, provides only
for deductioms by people who receive divi-
dends. All persona should be served alike.
Every man who ineurs expense for the pur-
pose of earning income should he exempt
as regards such expense. The Counecil’s
amendment, if agreed to, will give all the
Premier wants; but it should apply to the
other cases of similar character. Why should
not a man be permitted to deduct the cost
of travelling to and from his work? Mem-
bers representing large country electorates
are compelled to expend considerable amounts
in travelling, for which they receive no al-
lowance whatever in respect of ineome taxa-
tion.

Mr. Troy: The Commonwealth allows the
travelling expenses of members,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The amendment
of the member for Williams-Narrogin is a
step in the right direction.

Mr. ANGELO: The Council’s smendment
deals solely with income derived from divi-
dends. The ‘‘other expenditure’’ referred
to would be such items as hrokerage, stamps
on transfers, and so forth. It 1is rather
atretching the thing to seek to bring in hete
train fares, tram fares, and similar expendi-
ture, However, T am prepared to consider
a further amendment dealing with those
matters.

Mr, PICKERING: This is scarcely the
place to introduce such a drastic change as
has been indieated, though personally T
favour an amendment of the kind suggested
by the member for Williams- Narrogin, Mem-
bers of Parliament should be allowed to de-
duet expenses incurred in the ordinary rout-
ine of their duties. Very few country mem-
bers can carry out their Parliamentary work
and gee their Qistricts without incurring trav-
elling expenses of fully £100 a year. More-
over, country members of Parliament have
to maintain two homes. The Commonwealth
allpws such dednetions; and, in view of the
high taxation we have to pay, it is only fair
that the State should grant the same con-
cession, Tt is not right that any member of
the community shounld be compelled to pay
on income that he really does not receive,

The CHAIRMAN: TIf the proposed
amendment to the Couneil’s amendment is
carried, the whole clause will have to be re-
drafted. If hon. members refer to the
marginal note, they will see these words,
““Credit for payments nnder Dividend Duties
Act 1902’ TIf the Committea amend
the clause, it will have to be redrafted, as
the proposal is that it shall deal only with
carnings from dividends.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr. Pickering: Do you rule the Council’s
amendment out of order?

The CHATRMAN: No, but I am pointing
out what ihe effect will be if the amend-
ment moved by the member for Williams-
Narrogin is carried.

Mr, A, THOMSOXN: The Council’s amend-
ment should be accepted as it is, and if
bon, members desire to move other amend-
ments, they can do so when the Assessment
Bill is before the House. There are other
exemptions as well that should be con-
sidered. A man should be eatitled to de-
duct medical expenses as well as other
general charges.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I think the Council’s
amendmeat is out of order It deals with
the assessment, and wmot the tax.

M:. PICKERING: The Chairman might
give bis ruling as to whether the amend-
ment is in order.

Mr. MUNSIE: We cannot move the
amendment suggested by the member for
Williams-Narrogin to tbe amendment re-
quested by the Council. The Leader of the
Opposition has suggested that the Council's
amendment is out of order. I think the
first two lines of the amendment put it in
order. The mere fact of our altering the
Council’s amendment as suggested by the
member for Williams-Narrogin will mnot
asyist him to get what he desires, nor yet
will it help any other hon. member to get
what he wants, Personally I am not pre-
pared to grant favours in connection with
income derived from dividends any more
tban I am in connection with income
obtained from other sources.

The CHAIRMAN: I rule that the Coun-
cil’s amendment is in order and that it is
competent for this Committee to deal with it.

Amendment on Council's amendment put
and a division taken with the following
result:—

Ayes .. .. e o 13
Noes .. . .- .. 23
Majority against .. 10

AYES.
Mr. Apgwln Mr. McCallum
Mr, Chesson Mr. Munsie
Mr. Collier Mr. J. H, Smith
Mr. Heron Mr. Troy
Mr. Yohnaton Mr. Willcock
Mr. Lutey Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Marshall {Teller.)
Noes,
Mr. Angelo Mr., Mann
Mr. Boyland Sir James Mitchell
My, Broun Mr. Pickering
Mr. Carter Mr. Piasse
Mre. Cowan Mr. Richardson
Mr. Davles ¥r. Sampson
Mr. George Mr. Tetsdale
Mr. Gibson Mr. A. Thomson
Mr. Harrlgson Mr. J. Thomson
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Underwood
Mr. Latham Mr. Mullany
Mr. C. C. Maley (Teller.)
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Amendment on Council’s amendment thus
negatived. -

Hon. W, ¢ ANGWIN: I hope hon. mem-
bers will not agree to the Council’s amend-
mont, Ever since I have been a member of
this Assembly I have endeavoured as far
as possible to treat every person equally.
It is a wroag principle to adopt to give one
section of the community the right to de-
duet expenses, ete, from their incomes,
when that right is not given to others. This
.ameadment will confer a special privilege
on a favoured section of the community.
Naturally such a proposal would come from
the Legislative Couhcil. I regret very much
that the Legislative Council was not able
to see that the position is that every person
should be treafed fairly in regard to in-
come tax. There is no doubt that many
people to-day pay taxes on income which
they have not had the opportunity of using.

The Premier: The farmers, for instance,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I do not care
whether those people be farmers, or
labourers; they should be treated alike.
This is. designed to give exemption to a
favoured class as against the masses,

Mr, TROY: According to the Premier, no
allowance is made to tbe farmer for ex-
penges incurred in earning his income. Why,
then, is the Premier agking the Committes
to pass an amendment which allows a
special deduction in favour of one section
of the eommunity?d The amendment is in-
tended to give the dividend colleetor, as
against other classes, every possiblg deduc-
tion, It comes from another place, repre-
senting a favoured section of the ecom-
munity. The Chamber of Commerce have
uged their influenee with another place to
induce them to put up the amendment.

Mr. ANGELO: The advantage conferred
by the amendment will not be restricted to
a particular elass. If a person using
borrowed mouey erects houses with a view
to earning income from rent, he is allowed
an exemption for interest paid to the bank,
80, too, with a carrier who purehases horses
and vehicles with borrowed money. Im the
Act of 1918 the words ‘‘after all dedue-
tions- allowed by law’’ were included, and
conferred on the dividend holder an exemp-
tion for the interest paid. In the Aet of
1919 those words were omitted, the Crown
Law Department advising that théy were
unnecessary, that the income must be
reducible by all deductions allowed by law.
However, the Commissioner of Taxation
took a different view, and would not allow
the deduetion. It is to put the question
beyond all doubt that the amendment has
been framed.

Mr. MUNSIE: I do not agree with the
member for Gascoyne. Of course a man
building a shop on borrowed money would
be allowed a deduction for interest; but
this is sometbing more than that. Clause
5, taken in eonjunction with the Couneil’s
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amendment, shows that the dividend collee-
tor is to have a special privilege. If a
man builds a shop or buys shares on
borrowed money, he is allowed to deduct
bank interest.

Mz, Angelo:
amendment asks,

Mr. MUNSIE: Is it? This provides also
for ''other expenditure’’ incurred by the divi-
dend collector. Where are those words going
to land us? If the amendment be passed, the
man with an income derivable from dividends
will be able to pile up expenditure just as he
likes. The Premier himself advised that those
words should be struck out from the amend-
ment. I agree with the Premier. I move an
amendment—

That in line 4 of the Council’s amend-
ment the words, ‘‘ or other expenditure’’ be
atruck out,

That is all the Counecil's

Amendment put and passed.

Council’s amendment as amended put, and
a division taken with the following result:—

Ayes ‘e .. .. 19
Noes .e .. N V]
Majority for .. ..o 2
AYESB,
Mr. Angelo Slp James Mitcheil
Mr. Broun Mr, Pickering
Mr. Carter Mr. Plesse
Mrs. Cowan Mr. Sampson
Mr. George Mr, Teesdale
Mr. Glbson Mr. A. Thomson
Mr. Harrison Mr. J. Thomson
Mr, Hickmott Mr. Underwood
Mr. Latham Mr. Mullany
Mr. C. C. Mnley (Teller.)
" Nozps.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Marshail
Mr. Bayland Mr. McCallum
Mr. Chesson Mr. Munsle
Mr, Collier Mr. Richardeon
Mr, Davleg Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Heron Mr. Troy
Mr. Johonston Mr, Willeack
Mr. Lambert Mr. 0'Loghlen
Mr. Lutey {Teller.y
Council’s amendment as amended, thus
passed.

Resolution reported, the
and a message accordingly
Couneil,

report adopted
returned to the

BILL—STATE CHILDREN ACT
AMENDMENT,

Council’s Message.

Message received from the Council notify-
ing that it had agreed to amendment No. 1
made by the Assembly, and to amendment
No. 2 subject to modification, in which the
Council desired the concurrence of the As-
sembly.
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BILL—PUBLIC WORKS
COMMITTEE.

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) [5.30] in moving the second
reading said: This proposal is not new 1o
Australia, Already the Federal Parliament
has passed a similar Act, and sueh an Act
also operates in South Australiz, New South
Wales and Vietorin. The expertence of the
past few years has shown that inquiries such
as are proposed now have been beneficial.
This has been so in connection with Federal
works. Mr. Gregory, as chairman of the
Federal Public Works Committee, has as-
sured me, as a result of discussions I have
had with him from time to time that these
inquiries have resalted in good, in economiecal
¢onstruction of works and in the saving of
much money. This Bill is based on the Com-
monwealth and South Australian Acts. It is
proposed that the scope of this Bill shall be
widened as compared with those Acts. Not
only will there be an inquiry into projeeted
works but also an inquiry into mattera con-
neeted with the management and working of
existing publie ntilities and in conneetion
with any other matters desired by Parliament.
It is proposed that the eommittee shall con-
sist of five members, two of whom will be
appointed by the Legislative Council and
three by this Chamber., Those members will
be elected by either House and the Standing
Committee will be for the life of Parliament.
It is not proposed to pay any fees, but it is
proposed to pay travelling expenses. The eom-
mittee will have all the powera of a Royal
Commission. It will have power to take evi-
dence on oath, without which authority the
work would be futile. The publie utilities of
the State are under special Acts, and to a
very limited extent under Ministers, The
AMinisterial control of a great department
like the railways must of necessity be limited.
It is limited because the Aect says it shall be
limited. Tt can only be limited at any time.
A considerable sum of money is received
and paid away in small amounts, and there
is a great deal of work in connec-
tion with the management of the railways
which might be inqajred into and about which
the public might be given an opportunity of
being heard. We shall have power to inquire
fully into this question when the Bill is
passed. When the inquiry is held we shall
be able to hear the case for both sides. It
is not intended to make any reftection vpon
officers controlling these publie untilities. They
are doing the best that is possible in the eir-
cumstances, but probably in many eases the
public are being given services which the
State cannot afford. At all events, the in-
formation will be usefn) to them, to the Gov-
ernment, and to Parliament. These reports
will cover questions relating to the purpose or
the necessity for, or advisability of, the works,
the revenue capacity of the works, and their
present or prospective value. It will be agreed
that such an inquiry can only result in good.

[ASSEMBLY.]

An inquiry by a Minister is a very different
matter. He cannot take evidence, but can
merely inquire as to some grievince or place
such a matter in the hands of his officiala.
This inquiry, however, will be more far reach-
ing. We have discussed the carnings of these
publie utilities as if we were getting addi-
tiona! revenve from them. The gross earn-
ings last year included in our revenué state-
ments were £3,758,689, but the cost of earn-
ing this money was £4,473,489, showing a loss
on the ¢oncerns last year of £714,800. Last
year our defieit was £686,726, and allowing
for the sinking fund contribution of £315,654,
the actual ghortage for the year was £371,072.
The House should realise what' little chance a
Minister has of controlling in detail the man-
agement of these great concerns. He has no
check upon them. It is highly umsatisfactory
to every member of the House that there
should be this enormous loss in connection
with these concerns. I suppose every member
will desire to know where the loss is and how
it iz occasioned, and what should be done to
remedy the position. It is true that we con-
tributed to the sinking fund £300,000 odd
towards making up this loss, but the State
still loses £371,000. On the ground of the
necesgity for inquiring inte these public utili-
ties the House showld agree to the appoint-
ment of this committee. When we talk of
balancing the revenue and expenditure, we
must always keep in mind the loss in this
connection. The position has been a serious
one. I agree that we must sooner or later,
and the sooner the better, square the ledger.
I want to ask the House to tell me how I am
to cover the 1dss in these concerns by taxation
or by economy. I believe that in every de-
partment there is most rigid economy at the
present time. It iz possible that some offi-
cers conld be retrenched and some serviees
cut out and savings effected, but this would
not mean anything material having regard to
this loss of £714,000 on publie utilities, I
propose in this Bill to ask the House to give
us an opportunity of fully inquiring into the
working conditions appertaining to these
public utilitics. We should get better results
from the money that is invested in them, and
I think we can. Before we embark upon
heavy taxation we should know if it is poa-
sible to save any portion of the loss by better
control of our publie utilities, The committee
ean be brought into use at any time whether
the House is sitting or not. I do not know
whether the public realise what our public
utilities are costing. Somcone said the other
day we ought to comtribute some portion of
the cost of running the railways i order that
freights might be reduced. Members must
realise that we contributed nearly £600,000
last year towards the working of the rail-
ways, and that month after month we are
contrihuting large amounts.

Mr. Troy: That is not done willingly, We
conld not get ont of it.

The PREMIER: During the last two
months things have been very bad with the
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railways, but towards the end of the year the
position should change very considerably.

Mr. Latham: They are doing well now.

The I"REMIER: They are not. There is a
litile sheat eoming down just now, but tim-
ber has been stopped for a long time. 1t is
expected that traflic will be better very soon,
It hus been an anfortunate time for the rail-
ways. Trade has been at a standstill and
there has been but little traffic carrying high
freights. Freights generally seem to me to be
high enough, but if we do not get the traffic
the freight charges arc of no benecfit to the
railways, and we must go on faeing a loss,
The position has been bad during the last
few months, but particularly during the eur-
rent month. We must square the ledger, and
we must teduce the deficit considerably each
vear for the next few years until the ledger
13 balanced. We cannot do it this year or
nest year, but we must de something towards
it. It does oveur to me that we should see
whether something cannot be done to show
where this loss comes in. It is ne use mem-
bers telling the Government that they must
economise and save money if no limit is
placed upon the domestic expenditure. It
has been determined that money must be
spent on eduecation, that schools must he kept
open, that there must be expenditure on
charities, and in the Medical and Health De-
partments. Under these few heads alone
_every penuy of taxation has been absorbed.
If that is so, there is very small chance of
saving any considerable sum of money in our
expenditure on ordinary works of Govern-
ment, which amounts to about two millions a
yvear. The Bill gives power to refer to this
committee any expenditure over £20,000. The
‘committee’s report must in every ecase be
made to the Legislative Assembly and not to
the Governor except when it relates to such
matters as I have mentioned, such as an in-
quiry into our public utilities, in which ease
the report may go to the Governor. We go
further than the South Australion Act. We
arc asking for power for the Governor-in-
Counril tn refer matters to this commitiee.
The Commonwealth Aet only provides for in-
quiries into proposed expenditure on pro-
jected works. We are secking power to go
forther, In eonnection with our public utili-
ties, there are many questions which might
be submitted to the committee. We wmight
ask them if the management of these pnblie
utilities is good and economical for the ser-
vices rendered, if on present cost they are
justified, and if we can increase the useful-
ness and use of our utilities by the develop-
ment of land or other industries,

Mr. Harrison: You will have plenty of
wovk for the ecommittee.

The PREMIER: We might also ask if
trade development will help us and when it
will do so, and to what extent we are to
apportion our loan expenditure for develop-
mental purposes, and how mueh of the annnal
Joss we can ask the general taxpayer to carry,
Another question that may be referred to the
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committee is: How much more, if anything,
should the users of the utilities pay for the
services they reccive. There are some public
services which are fairly general, such as
harbours and railways, and others which are
special to a locality, as, for instance, the
water supply for the metropolitan area. All
these questions could be referred to, this eom-
mittee, if they entailed considerable expendi-
tore. As members will readily appreciate, a
big sum has been spent in connection with
our railways and trading coneerns as well
as in many other directions. Before any re-
port is made by this committee to the Cham.-
ber, all those concerned should be heard.
“That, of course, would be the object of the
commiftee, Some people may assert that the
wheat grower should be charged more for
the carriage of his wheat. Personally, I do
not agree with that contention.

Mr, Harrigon: It has been asserted already.

The PREMIER: Should an inquiry be held
inte that question, however, it would be only
right to hear the farmers who could raise
their objections to any such proposal. The
same thing would apply to those affected by
the rates on timber and other aspects in eon-
nection with these utilities, The State may
be confronted with' the necessity to apend
large sums of money upon new works. We
know that the future of this country is very
big and broad in its omntlook. The State is
now almost without population. We have
only 330,000 people in this vast territory.
We must progress, however, and development
will come in many places and in many diree-
tions. We have recently heard something
about an o1l discovery. Members will realise
that there may be some expenditure suggested
in connectioh with that discovery. Then
again, we have heard of the discovery of a
new coal seam in the Irwin River district.
There may be expenditure required there,
There may be new gold mines or other
mines found, and all those must spell exira
expenditure. There will probably be further
agricultural and pastoral development, and
particularly agrieulfural developwnent away
from existing railways. Tt may be that
work will be necessary to pioneer the way
to development, and, in these circumstances,
there should be an inquiry. Had inquiries of
such a nature been conducted into the con-
struction of one or two of our existing works,
in all probability we would not have spent
the large sums of money we have in the
past. It is certainly advisable that the cons.
mittee should be appointed so that it will be
in a position to0 make inquiries into the pro-
posed cxpenditure. The amount proposed in
the Bill is £20,000, or over. If the House
were asked to anthorise the construction, for
instance, of 30 or 40 miles of railway, the
expenditure, of course, would be much greater
than £20,000.

Mr. Harrison: And you propose that all
this work should be done gratis?

The PREMIER: I de, but I do not know
whether the House will agree with me or not,

Mr. Willeoek: I do not think it will.
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The PREMIER: It will provide an oppor-
tunity for members to work for the good
of the country.

Mr, Marshall: Or for the benefit of Min-
isters?

The PREMIER: It is not likely, for in-
stauve, that we shall often prepose new rail-
ways. Perhaps there may be one each session
of Parliament. An inquiry into publie utili-
ties jugtifying sueh an investigation would
take perhaps a month or two, but I do not
know that the committee would have so very
much to do subsequently,

Mr, Latham: D¢ you think the appoint-
ment of such a committee will lessen the
requests for sclect committees and Royal
Commissicns, '

The PREMIER: Yes, I do. The commit-
tee will deal with many inquiries for which
now seleet committees and Royal Commissions
are sought. It will have all the powers of
a Royal Commission and will be able to do
all the work a Royal Commission ean do.
There are many other questions which the
committee could deal with. For instance, it
has been suggested from time to time that
a two-foot gauge railway could be used in
these days of dear material. To assist those
who are doing the pioneering work outback,
it has been suggested that the 3ft. 6in. gauge
lines should be transferred to other parts.
Another question, too, it as to whether road
tractors can be vsed and so save money in
connection with the construetion of railways.
It bas been contended that harbour improve-
ments will have {0 be made to meet the neees-
sities of increased tonnage. There is aiso
considerable expenditure in connection with
water suplpies in the eity, while new tram-
ways are asked for from time to time.

Mr. Piekering: Do you not intend to hand
over the tramways to the local awthorities?

The PREMIER: T hope so. Then, within
the next four or five years, there will have
to be an inquiry into the question of housing
the Government departments. Probably the
committee would find that, with the develop-
ment of the city, the rental which eould be
reeeived from the offices at present occupied,
would pay interest on capital necessary to
erect up-to-date buildings, That is a matter
which i3 well worth an inguiry. In connection
with the railways, the time comes when some
lines are no longer carrying the traffic for
which they were built. Prebably they were
built to open up some industry as, for in-
stanee, at a gold mining centre. The indus-
try may have ceased in that loeality and the
ling is there without the traffic to carry.
If a proposal were made to remove such a
line, which would not be used eoxcept to a
very limited degree, the committee would bhe
able to go into the matter and the people
concerned would he given an opportuvnity to
appear hefore the tribunal to give evidence
to show why the line should not be taken
away.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Is that one of the objects
of the Bill?

[ASSEMBLY.}

The PREMIER: If it were proposed to
pull up such a line, as, for instance, the Bull-
finch line, the people concerned would be able
to appear before the committee to oppose any
such proposal.

Mr. Harrison: You are forecasting a lot
of work for next year.

The PREMIER: There is no traffie on the
Sandstone line. There is no disguising that
faet. N

Mr. O'Loghlen: The people will take it
much better if the committee recommend it,
than if the Government propose to do it
themselves?

The PREMIER.: It is right that such an
opportunity abould be given to the people
concerned.

Mr, A, Thomson: Such a proposal will re-
lieve the Government of a very nasty respon-
sibility.

Mr, Lutey: Bullfinch will be a farming dis-
triet soon.

The PREMIER: It will certainly relieve
the Government of a certain amount of re-
apongibility, but it will give the people con-
cerned the opportunity of being heard.
There is a difference between an inguiry by
a Minister or a Government ecommittee and
the proposed public works committee. Lf it
were proposed to take up the Bullfineh line,
for instance:

Mr, Harrison: They are moving for an
agricuitural line theve,

The PREMIER: I heard something about
going too far East when the line touched
Merredin, and now some one suggests farm-
ing at Bullfinch, At the same time, I think
farming there will need to be very good farm-
ing.

Mr. Harrison: Last year the rainfall re-
eord at Westonia was practically equal to
that at Merredin.

The PREMIER: Yes; the rainfall is heav-
ier than we thought years apo. I do not
know that I need say much more about this
Bill, I bave staterll what it containa and what
it is intended to do. It must be perfectly
patent to evervone what the intention is.
We have seen evidence of the workings of the
Federal Act, for the Federal Public Works
Committee comes here to inquire into the mat-
ters concerning Commonweaith worka in this
State, Nothing but good can come from the
passing of this Bill, not only in connection
with the existing works but in conneetion
with all new proposals. After all, there
should be some such opportunity given to
some tribunal to inquire into these things,
take evidence and report te the Honse. I
nove—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon FP. Collier, debate ad-
journed.

BILL—DREDGING LICENSE,
Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. Siy Jameg Mitchell
—Xortham) [5.57]: The ohject of this Bill
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is to gront a lease for the dredging of shell
in the Swan River, in order that lime may
be burnt for building and agricultural pur-
poses. Members will know that there is a
large quantity of oyster shell to be secured
from the river. The member for North-East
Fremantle (Hon. W, C. Angwin) informs me
that bores have been put down 200 feet, and
that those bores were still on -shell. If there
is such a large quantity of shell in the, river
it should be utilised. 'We propose that a
lease shall“be granted eomprising 63 acres of
the Swan River waters to Mr. H. W, Moss
for the purpose I have mentioned. The lease
is for a term of 21 years, and the area is 65
acres, and Telates to three blocks, Two are
just above the old caunseway towards Guild-
ford. There are two there because the septic
tanks are in that lecality, and it is neces-
sary to protect them, ' For that reason, the
block there has been eut into two parts, the
area, fronting the septie tanks separating
them. The other is a little below the old
canseway and on the opposite side of the
river to Perth. The area there is 40 acres.
The rent to be paid is £100 per annum, with a
royalty of 3d. on every ton of shell raised.
The minimum quantity to be raised each
year is 20,000 tons. The expenditure on
plant for the next 18 months, if the lease is
granted, will be £5,000. There will be the
usual eonditions dealing with forfeiture, as
well as provision for the Crown to do what
dredging is neeessary to keep the channels
cpen. There is another provision whereby
the Governor will be able to augment the
boundaries of the leases in order to provide
for the minimum output of 20,000 tons, but
not to increase the area of the leases. If it
were found that the shell was not present in
gufficient quantities over thia area, the leases
could be moved to other sites. I bave no
doubt that the shell is present in quantity, be-
eanse so far 'as it can be prospected, it has
been prespected. But if there should be any
shortage of shell, the measure contains power
for the Governor-in-Covnecil, without consult-
ing Parliament, to change "the site of the
leases. We want this work undertaken, and
we want it carried on continuously. The
leases are to extend over a period of 21 years.
I hope the House will realise that, in estab-
lishing this new industry, we shall be deing
some good for Western Australia. The shell
has been lying in the river for many years
doing no gocd. There is a tremendous quan-
tity of shell in the Swan River; it must have
been a great place for oysters in the old days.
It is possible to take this shell and burn it
and put it to commercial use, and I hope
members will realise that the measnre, anth-
orising the work to be done, is a fair one to
the country and to those engaging in the in-
dustry. 'We shall obtain some little revenue
without doing any harm to the river. There
has been some objection to dredging; only
recently the Minigter for Works has had a
dredger going, but it has not made the
slightest differenee fo the water. T hope the
House will approve of the Bill and that the

1427

venture will be profitable to those engaging
in it. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. P. Collier, debate ad-
journed,

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1921-22,
In Committes of Supply.

Resumed from the 20th October; Mr.
Angelo in the Chair,

Lands Department (Hon. Sir James Mit-
chell, Minister).

Vote—Lands and Surveys, £102,956:
Mr. A, THOMSON (Katanning) [6.5]:

- It seems somewhat ironical that I should

have to move my motion for a redustion om
lands and repatriation, but before doing so
I wish to give the reasons which actuate
me. I also wish to take the opportunity of
thanking the ‘¢West Australian’’ news-
paper for its kind and generous treatment
and c¢riticism of me, also for the informa-
tion which it was able to gather with re-
gard to the meeting of the Courtry Party
held at Parliament House on Thursday last.
The report stated—

A special meeting of members of the
Country Party was held at Parliament
House yesterday aftermoon. . . . As it
was generally known that some members
of the party were displeased at the attack
made by the Deputy Leader of the Party
(Mr. A, Thomson) during the. previous
gitting on the financial policy of the
Government, when he expressed his in-
tention of moving a 10 per cent. redue-
tiopn on each division of the Estimates,
somewhat more than ordinary outside
intgrest was taken in the gathering.

I am not going to enlighten the public as to
what took place. C

Mr. O’Loghlen: They used to surmise
what we did at our meetings when we were
in power. They always know what hap-
pens at a meeting.

Mr. A, THOMSON: It is very amusing

to find the Press making this statement—
While it is evident that the meeting was
called for reasons uncounected with Mr.
Thomson’s speech, there is no room for
doubting that the Deputy Leader's re-
marks were discussed at the gathering,
and that in defence he Lad to repeat the
declaration he made in the House that
his strictures were made as a private
member, and wot as the official mouth-
piece of the party which maintains the
Government in power and provides half
its Ministers.

The Minister for Works: How do they
find out these things? -
Mr. A, THOMSON : That is a rather

amusing statement. I said in the House
definitely and distinetly that I was speak-
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ing as a private member, the member for
Katanning.
Mr. Johnston: Which you had every right
to do. .
Mr. A, THOMSOXN : Quite so, being
pledged to economy I had every right to
voice my views., The ‘‘West Australian'’
was exceedingly generous in the latter por-
tion of the paragraph, which stated--
In this conneetion it is significant that,
though several divisions of the Estimates
were passed last night, Mr. Thomson did
not carry out his threat of moving for
their reduction,
I regret that the XMinister for Mines aud
Forests is not present because I made a
promise to him, and 1 understeod that he
made a promisec to me, that the Estimates
would not be discussed until to-night. Hav-
ing pledged my word, T would not move in
the direction I had indicated, As an hon-
ourable man I had to abide by my word.
On Thursday evening last the Minister
eame to me and said the Premier wantfed
to know whether T had any objection
The Premier: The Premier did not wanl
to know. He came to me and said he
wanted te knew,

Mr. A, THOMSON: I can only give the
statement of the facts as I know them. The
¢“West Australian’’ has accused me of not
being game to stand up to the statement ¥
made in thia House, ard T am justified in
letting the Committee know what the posi-
tion is. Ii does mot affeet the ‘< West Aus-
tralian,’’ except that some people in the
country might be influenced by the asser-
tion that I had made a statcment and was
not game to stand up to it. I walked across
to the seat ocecupied by the member for
Subiaco (Mr, Riechardson} and agked him
te be good enough to lend me his copy of
the Estimates for a few minutes, and I
pointed out that I had no objection to the
votes for the Legislative Council, Legisla-
tive Assembly, Joint House Committee,
Joint Printing Committee, and .Joint
Library Committee, being proceeded wilh,
but I preferred that the others should re-
main until Tuesday. I understood that was
agreed upon. T may be wrong; I may havo
misunderstood the bon. member; I regret
he is not pregent.

Mr. Richardson: You are not referring to
me now. You borrowed my Estimates;
that is all.

Mr, A, THOMSOXN: That is so. T regret
that the Miniater for Alines is not here. T
think the statement I have made will be
horne ont by the member for Subiaco that
T did ask for his copy of the Lstimates.

Mr, Richardson: Quite s, but your
apeech might imply that you made those
further remarks to me.

Mr, A. THOMSON: The misunderstand-
ing or breach of confidence was between the
Minister for Mines and myself.

Mr. O’Loghlen: He is not worrying to-

night.

[ABSEMBLY.]

Mr. A, THOMSOX
good time. I do not think anything worries
the Minister for Mines very much. He
geems to make the most of life and I do not
blame Iim because, after all, we have not
too loug to live in this world. However, 1
feel that T am justified in making the state-
meunt that the reason I did not take action
on Thursday was that 1 had passed my
word of honouwr I would do nothing until
to-day.

The Premier: Was that to the Minister?

Mr, A, THOMBOXN: Yes,

The Premier: I do not know why he said
that; there mnst have been some misunder-
standing.

Mr. A, THOMSON: I expected to be told
that there must have been some misunder-
standing. The Committee can aecept my
atatement or the statement of the Minister
when he returns, 1 regret very much that
he is not present. T uever like to attack
a man in his absence but, unfortunately, I
have no other course open to me for the
simple reason that it is my position as
against his. In view of the statement made
by the ‘*West Australian,’’ I think I am
justified in making this explanation,

Mr. O'Loghlen: Never mind the paper.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Regarding the eon-
cluding portion of the paragraph, that the
party, in pressing AMr. Harrison to retain
the office of leader, had done so because of
my attitude, this does not trouble me in the
plightest degree. I also wish to inform
members that, seeing there was a concensus
of opinion, at least on the Government side
of the House, that I was not able to
dissociate myself as member for Katanning
from the position of Deputy Leader of the
Clountey Party, T tendered my resigaation us
Deputy Leader of the Country Party, becanse
I vefuse to be gagped by any party. 1 was
returned pledged to snpport economivs,

My, O’Loghlen: Was it accepted?

My, Jobnston: [t has not been aceepted.

Mr, Willcock: Why gagged!

Ar. MeCallnm: The secrets of the eaucus.

Mr, A. THOMSON: T wish to refer to the
platform of the National FPederation. During
the recent cleetions quite a number of candi-
dates in the metropolitan area atood as
Nationalists, as they had every right to do.
I wish to refer to a few of the planks of
the National platform. The first is—

Finance- -(a) TEeonomy in administra-
tration, concentration of Government
offices. legislation where necessary te ad-
mit of the reorgunisation of departments,
the amalgamation of all branches exereis-
ing similar fuanetions and the cncourage-

- ment of efliciency. (1) Taxation after
making all possible economies, and in order
to keep the State expenditure within the
revenue, the introduetion of a graduated
income tax and other equitahle taxation.
Mr. Mann: A good platform,
Mr. Marshall: Are you going over to it?

No, he iz having a
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Mr. A, THOMSON: Clauge 12 reads—
Parliamentary freedom.—Representa-
tive government, free discussion and action
by members in Parliament who shall be
responsible only to their electors.

Bitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.80 pan.

Mr. A. THOMBON: Before tea I was
reading certain matter which is part and
parcel of the Nationnl Federation’s platform,
a platform on which quite a number of mem-
berg of this Chamber have been returned.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member was
dealing with the Lands Estimates.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I am explaining my
position, and if you, Sir, will pardon my read-
ing a little more of the platform, you will see
the bearing of my quotations. TPlank 12 of
the platform is—

Parliamentary freedom; representative
government; free discussion and action by
membera of Parliament, who shall he re-
sponsible only to their electors.

Before tea T was explaining to the Committee
that to-night I am not speaking as deputy
Leader of the Country Party but as member
for Katanning, because I have tendered my
resignation as deputy Leader, so that I may
be in a position to voice my opinions on the
basis of what I have quoted from the plat-
form, and also on the basis of the following
plank of the Country Party’s platform:—

Mr. Jobnston: Your resignation has ot
been accepted yct. -

Mr. A. THOMSON: Plank 11 of the
Country Party’s platform reads—

Economical administration of Govern-
ment departments and expenditure of pub-
lic funds.

I thank the journalist who so wvery kindly
showed me such generous consideration when
he reported a certain meeting which was held.
Now I should like to quote from & leading
article published in the ‘‘West Australian®’
of the 28th September last—

The Minister for Education, according
to the Estimates, promises to be content
if allowed to spend only £39,786 more than
the £480,160 spent by him last year. But,
as, on the elapsed two months of the year,
he has spent at a rate of nearly £50,000 in
excess of last year’s expenditure, we must
defer judgment on the modest demands
{modest for it) of the Education Depart-
ment.

The CHAIRMAN: T must remind the mem-
ber for Eatanning that we are now dealing
with the Lands Estimates, Whilst I desire to
give every member the fullest possible lati-
tude, there must be a line drawn. I fail to
gee what this quotation has to do with the
Lands Estimates.

Mr. A, THOMSON: With all due respect
ts you, Mr. Chairman——

The CHAIRMAN: If the hon, member
will confine himself to the question. before the
Chair, I shall be glad.
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Mr. A, THOMSON: I am endeavouring
to state the reason why I propose to move
at a later stage that 10 per cent. should be
struck off the Estimates. Surely, Sir, I am
entitled to state the reasons which animate
me, more particularly seeing that a charge
has been made against me by the Press of
this State, Surely, Sir, I am to be permitted
the privilege of defending myself and of ex-
plaining to this Committee and to the coun-
try

The CHAIRMAN: Wil the member for
Eatanning kindly resume his seat for one
moment? I desire to point out to him that
there iz a time and place for him to refute
charges made against him in the Press. - 1
say emphatically that the Lands Department
Estimates are before the Committee now and
that I cannot permit discussion of any sub-
Jject other than that before the Chair,

Mr. A, THOMSON: I am endeavouring to
state the reasons why I propose to move that
these Estimates be reduced by 10 per ecent.
Am I permitted to do that, Bir?

The CHAIRMAN: 8o long as I hold the
office which I hold by the will of the House,
the hon. member is permitted to discuss, in its
proper place, anything that comes before the
Chamber. The hon. member is (uite in order
it he is dealing with the Lands Department.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I propose to state
the reasons which actuated me in making my
declaration of last weel, that it is my in-
tention to move a 10 per eent. reduction on
each division. I want the Committee to give
me at least a certain latitude, though I do not
desire any special favour whatever, I pro-
pose merely to read a small portion of a
leading article published in the ‘‘West Aus-
tralian,’’ and part of that article deals with
the Lands Department, The article pro- |
ceeds:—

It will be remembered, teo, that the de-
partmental expenditure of last year bemne-
fited to the extent of £40,000 by the ecivil
service strike. Withal the departments
anticipate spending in the aggregate less in
1921.22 than they did in 1920-21. That
there is room for savings will be immedi-
ately acknowledged by the publie. Has the
Government the strength to achieve them;
and, if it accomplishes no more than is in--
dicated by the figures of the Estimates, will
it be enough? In these days of a demoe-
racy come into its own, days when it is ap-
parently the right of the Government de-
partinents io grow in personnel and expen-
diture, it will be doubtfully admitted that
any ordinary Government is strong enough
to reduce expenditure materially—until the
erash comes.

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Ka-
tanning cannot proceed on those lines, I have
asked him to deal with the Lands Estimates,
T have nothing whatever to do with any arv-
ticles in the Press dealing with other depari-
ments. .
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Mr. A, THOMSOXN: I understand that in
previous years—I am not disputing your rul-
ing, Sir—when we came to a division of the
Estimates we were allowed to diseuss—-

Hon. P. Collier: Thig is not a speech on
the Budget. The hon. member could have
quoted that last weck, but he cannot do so
. Nos.

The CHAIRMAN: We are on the divisions
now, and [ will ask the hon. member to conr-
tine himself to the Lands Department.

Mr. A. THQMSON: I am endeavouring to
do that, and alse endeavouring to show that
economy is essential. 1 am endeavouring to
state the reasons why I consider savings
should be effected. 1f the Committee will
permit me, I want to state my views in my
own way, partiecularly as the Treasurer is the
Minister administering this very department,
The Lands Department excessed its vote to
the extent of £21,206 last year. I am not
asking for any special favour; I just want
to state the veasens which actuate me in
moving that these votes be reduced by 10 per
cent.

Mr. MacCallum Smith: Is not that a sub-
jeet for a want of confidence motion?

Mr. O’Loghlen: It is time we had ome,
anyhow,

Mr. A; THOMSON :
ceeds:—

What may happen then is, of course, be-

yond any man’s telling, unless he should,

building the future on the past, conjure
up pictures of soup kitchens and shelters.

But that the Government is doing nothing

—accepting the figures of the Estimates—

will not be uvniversally acknowledged.

The Lands Department is included in the
Estimates referred to.
The CHAIRMAN:
member out of order.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I am dealing with the
Estimates.

The CHATRMAN: Will the hon. member
confine himself to the division hefore the
Chair? Otherwise I must ask him to resume
his seat.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I am endeavouring o
confine myself to that division.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member is not

The article pro-

I mnst rule the hon,

doing so. The hon. member is defying the
Chair.

Mr, A, THOMSON: The article further
states— i

The CHATRMAN: Will the hon. member
please resume his seat? We have nothing
to do at the presemt moment with any
leading article penerally discnssing the Esti-
mates, I have already informed the hon.
member that T will try to give him every lati-
tude, especially in view of what he has stated
here thia evening. The present, however, is
not the time for a general discussion on the
Estimates. The hon. member had the oppor-
tunity last week of generally diseussing the
Estimates. We are now dealing with divi-
sions, and I want the hon. member to counfiue
his attention to the vote before the Chair.

(ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. A, THOMSON: I maintain that I am
deing so. I maintain that I have heen deal-
ing with the Lstimates, The Lands Depart-
ment Estimates ave part of the Annual Bsti-
maates with which the Comnmittee are deal-
ing.

Mr, Mamn: You have been discussing the
Education Department,

Mr. A, THOMSOX: No, I have not. Tt
seems that ligu. members are attempting to
burke discussion.

The CHAIRMAXN: That is a reflection on
the Chair.

Mr. A, THOMSOXN: 1 was not reflecting
on the Chair at all, bat on the member for
Perth.

Mr. Lambert:
man than the lot.

Mr. A, THOMBOX: The leading article
continues—

It may be doiug all it, or any ordinary

Government, caf do; hot it is not doing

what a Cabinet of statesmen would accom-

pligh,
T propose to move that the Estimates be re-
duced by 10 per ceat.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: What Estimates?

Mr. A, THOMSON: The whole of the de-
partments controlled by the JMinister for
Lands and Repatriation. My reéason for mov-
ing in that direetion is that in my opinion it
is essential the Committee should have an op-
portunity of discussing the Estimates,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: If you move such an
amendmeunt as that, we can only discuss that
amendment,

Mr. A, THOMSON: I intend to move it
hecause my desire is that the Committee
should give the Premier and his colleagues a
definite instruction that they must make an
effort to live within their means. Looking
through the Estimates, T am struck with the
large number of Government employees, and
with the amount of money so expended; and
it brings to my mind a statement made by
the Minister for Works while the member for
Sussex was on his feet—

We have not that much (spapping his
fingers) control of the civil serviee to-day.
I take it that in the Lands Department there
are persons working under the Public Service
Act and under the regulations framed by
virtue of that Act, If this Chamber recom-
mends that economies should be effected, the
Chamber shonld endeavour te put into prac-
tice that which it preaches. The member for
Sussex had the temerity to eriticise the elec-
tric Jight supply, and thereupon we had the
Minister for Works getting up and absolutely
flaying that hon. member for merely attack-
ing an item. Though, admittedly, there was
a loss in that eonnection so far as the figures
were councerned, yet the Miniater of course
proved to the satisfaction of the Committee
generally:

The Minister for Works: The hon. mem-
ber is not in order. I require that statement
of his to be withdrawn, witk an apology. I
have nothing to do with electrie lighting.

It is ensier to pick on one
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The CHAIRMAN: What is the point of
order?

The Minister for Works: The hon. mem-
ber said he heard me leetnring the mem-
ber for Sussex because that member had the
temerity to attack the electric lighting
scheme. I had nothing to e with the electrie
lighting scheme and I did not badger the
hon. member.

Mr. A, THOMSON: T rvegret [ referred
to the Minister for Works; 1 intended to
refer to the Minister for Mines, who flayed
the member for HBuszsex and said to hiz own
satisfaction that a considerable saving had
been effected by our having experienced a
big loss over those works. That is the logic
of the Minister for Mines. I will here quote
a statement made by the Minister for Works
with regard to the civil service, He said—

If members thought that Ministers had
vontrol over the eivil serviee they were
wrong. Ministers had very little vontrol
indecd and they could not have it wntil
the people of the State woke up and let
their membera know that they were not
prepared to go on paving taxes unless those
engaged to do their work were pwepared
to give the fullest serviee that counld be
given to the State. There were some very
fine and splendid men, good leyal servants,
in the gervice, There were alse a lot of
men who might be very good amd very
loyal, but who had a very funny way of
ghowing it. He appreciated to the fullest
extent o number of the men whoe had
worked for him for the past five years.

They knew their jobs and they were loyal.
Miuwisters have declared that it was quite
impossible to reduee the Estimates by one
tarthing, that they were cut to the bone. T
have no doubt we shall have the same state-
ment again. We are faced with an estimated
deficit of £370,000, towavds which this par-
tienlar division is the ecountributing factor.
We see that the employment of civil servaats
temporarily invelves £72,856, and the em-
plovment  of eivil servants permanently
£402,802 or a total of £475,478, Taking into
vongideration the enormous expenditure that
the State is put to, T trust that the Commit-
tee will see fit to aceept the amendment I
intend to submit. T stated clearly the other
night that T was not endcavouring to force
the Government to acvept an amendmeut
such as this as one of want of confidence,
hat that in view of.the serious state of the
finances, we should have a better explana-
tion than had been given to Parliament by
the Premer. I discussed thiz matter with
an ex-Treasurer of the State and I asked
him what possible means there were of cur-
tailing the abnormal expenditure. T told
rim that from my own experjence, in the past
514 vears in Parliament, dealing with indi-
cidual items had proved a failure. The mem-
ser for Pilbara when a Minister of the (rown,
said when threatened with a reduetion of his
sote that he did not care, and that he would
speinl the money if it was wanted, or words
‘0 that effect.

My, Willeoek: He was always a Bolshevik,
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Hon. W, C. Augwin: He dild not forget the
qualification, ‘‘¥f it was wanted.’’

Mr. A, THOMSON: We are alleged as a
Committee of this Parliament to he custod-
ians of the public purse. We are presented

. with the Estimates and we are told that we

are expected to pass them, and if an hon.
menther submits a motion such as I iatend
to move, the Government declare that it is
tantamount to a vote of want of confidence.
If we are not to be permitted to reduce a
division—we certainly have no authority to
inerease it—then in Heaven's name what is
the good of presenting the Bsatimates to us?
We might as well sign a blank clheque and
hand it to the Government. [If members twm
to page 38 of the Public Accounts, they will
see that sinece 1911 there has been an ever-
increasing deficit, until we bave an aceuma-
lated deficit of £4,773,430, It is time, theve-
fore, that Parliament gave a definite instrue-
tion to the Government, not as a vote of
want of confidence, but as an intimation that
we, as mwembers, are prepaved te stand solidly
bebind them to assist in combating the civil
service who to-day are apparently running
the country.

My, Mann: Nonsense.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Why not move your
notion.

Mr. A, THOMSON: T iutend to do wso.
Tf an hon. member makes a bhald statement
or moves a bald motion, to the eifect that
a vote be reduced, and gives no reasons,
members will deelare ““Why do vou not give
reasons?’?

Mr. Manu: Why do you unt support the
statement that the serviee is running the
country?

Mr. A, THOMSON: The statement was
made by the Minister for Werks,

Mr. Lambert: And yours is just a repeti-
tion of hiz hald statewent.

Mr. A. THOMSOQN: Tt is probably a state-
ment of the cxperience of the Minister.

Mr, Mann: It was an individua) case and
vou are making it apply to the whole service,

Mr. A, THOMSOXN: I suppose we shall
have the reply from the Premicr in eonnce-
tion with the Estimates that he has pone
closely inte everything and that he found it
impossible fo reduce the votes by one penny
piece,

Mr. Maun: Will you doubt that?

My, A, THOMSOXN: If members will turn
to Public Aecounts they will find that in
every casce the votes have been excessed.

Mr, Lambert: Do vou want to ge to the
conntry?

Mr. A. THOMSON: T shall not be afraid.
1f the Government aceept this as a vote of
want of confidence, that will be their bus-
iness. The cstimated defieit is £570,000. The
position with mmost Treasurers is that they
are quite willing to economise, but the trom-
hle is with their Ministers. That statement
too was made the other day by Mr. Watson,
at one time Prime Minister of Australia.
A statement like that, however, ‘cannot very
well apply to the vote we are discussing. Tt
was pleasing to hear the Premier say when
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intrud.acing the Publie Works Commiftee Bill
that au attempt must be made to square the
ledger. But L have heard that statement for
the last seven years. I heard it when the
Leader of the Opposition was sitting on this
side of the House, It is time, however, we
made a firm effort to reduce the expenditure.
1 assure the members who represent the
South-West that I am just.as keen on bring-
ing about the development of that part of
the State as any other hon. member. The
samn- remark applies to the North-West, and
in fuact to every part of the State. I am not
smail-winded, I have been through the South-
West., Some hon. members think I am op-
posed to that part of the State becanse I
asked some questions with regard to the pro-
bable ¢ost of the proposed tour.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member’s re-
marks have nothing to do with the Estimates,
amd with all respect to him I must ask him
to confine what he has to say to the business
before the Committee.

Mr. A, THOMSON: Surely a reference
to the proposed trip to the South-West

The C"HAIRMAX: Has nothing to de with
these Estimates.

Huon, P. Collier: If the hon. member wants
to 1a0ve a motion of no-confidenee, let him
do so straight out and that will give him
the follest possible scope.

Mr. A, THOMSOXN: | have no desire to
do that, but X do desire the Committee to
assist me in an honest endeavour to rednrce
the deficit.

Alr. Lambert: The hon. member should
know that the Dr. Page stunt is played out.

Mr. Angelo: Do you advise him to turn
over o new page?

The "HAIRMAXN: We are dealing with
the Lands Department Estimates, not «with
Dr, Page or anybody else,

Mr. A, THOMSON: I move an
n:ent—

That the vote be reduced by 10 per cent.

The CHAJRMAXN: T ecamnot aceept such
an amendment. The hon. member must move
te reduce the vote by a specific amount.

Alr. A, THOMSOXN: 1 move an amend-
ment—

That the vote be reduced by £10,000.

Hon. P, Collier: Yon are giving away a
little by doing that.

The (HAIRMAN: I will put the hon,
member s amendment at the coneclusion of
the general dehate.

The Premier rose te apeak.

Mr. Angelp: The Premier submitted the
vote. if he speaks now, will that elose the
debgte?

amend-

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [8.0]: T
would like to know what will he the
proper time to sobmit amendments, be-
canse [ intended te move congiderable
redactions on  some of fthese divisions.
I desvire a - roling mnow. Last year we
did not get a proper ruling. I withdrew my
motion to reduee the Education Department
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Estimates until after the items had been dis-
cussed, and then 1 was told that the items
having been passed, it was not possible to
reduce them. 1 do not want a repetition of

that. There is before the Chamber an amend-
ment that the Estimates be reduced by
£10,000.

The CHAIRMAXN: | cannot take that
amendment until the close of the debate,

Hyn. P. Collicr: That shuts out consider-
ation of the items.

AMr. UNDERWOOD: That gags us. We
must have an epportunity to move an awmend-
tend.

Hon, P. Collier:When the Chairman is put-
ting the Vote, that will be the time,

My, UNDERWOOD: As soon as the items
have been passed, the Chairman will say we
eannot move to reduce the total amount be-
cause we have passed the items,

The CHAIRMAN: Yes, you can. The ques.-
tion I have before me 1s the Estimates of
Lands and Surveys. The proper course is to
deal with the general discussion first, and
then with the items. When we come to the
last item 1 will put the amendment moved
by the member for Katanning. 1f any hon,
member thinks my way of doing the busineds
is not correet, let hiwm move aceordingly,

My, UNXDERWOOL): Every motion before
the (hamber is subject to having an amend-
ment moved upon it. The question before
the Chamber now is that the Vote, Lands and
Surveys £102,956, be passed. That is subject
to ameuduwent, and the amendment moved by
the member for Katanuing is that it be re-
duced by £10,000.

The CHAIRMAN;
that.

Mr. TNDERWOOD:
The CHATRMAX:
ruling be disagreed with.

aceept the amendment,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Then T suppose T am
ount.

The (CHATRMAN: Yes, down and ouf.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: 1 take it we can ve-
duce the items if we like, but no matter what
iteins we reduce we have to pass the whole
mnount.  Will you give a ruling the other
way, and say that when we have gone through
the items we can then move for a reduction
of the total amount!?

The CHATRMAX: Yes, that is my ruling.

T am net accepting

T think vou ougiit to.
Then move that my
T say I will not

Mr, E. H. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [8.5]:
Whilst T am not supporting the amendment
moved by the member for Katanning, I think
the I'remier has laid himself open to eriti-
eiam, We have here a mest important divi-
sion, the Kstimates of a department with
ramifications from Cape Londonderry in the
North to Fucla in the Bouth; from Steep
Point in the West to the South Australian
houndary on the East; and yet the Premier
has not given us one word as to the adminis-
tration and activities of this department
during the past 12 months. TLast year the
Premier told us of many reforms and new
work entered upon by the department. I was
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anxious to hear to-night the result of those
wnterprises,  Of course the Premicr gave us
a eortain amount of information in lis
Budget speeeh, but there are many matters
which lie failed to touech upon. I hope that
in his reply to this debate the Promier will
give us information on those points. A party
of memhers is to be taken through the South-
West this week. Hefore we enter wpon that
trip 1 should like to hear from the Premier
the poliey which should be followed in de-
veloping the South-West. Lf he will tell us
that bhefore we start, members waking the
trip will be able to judge of the policy as
they go through the conntry; but unless we
know the Premier’s intentions before we set
out, we may miss a great many points whieh
he wishes us to consider while we are in the
South-West, Last year the Premier told us
the pasteral lands of the North-West were
heing classified. When the Premier was in
the North-West o deputation emumerated to
himt 2 lot of mistakes which had heen made
in that classifieation, and stressed the unfair-
ness of some of the imposts placed on the
pastoralists. It was pointed out that in some
instances adjoining lands showed a diffcrence
in assessments of from 25 to 30 per cent.
Repeatedly have I been asked what the Gov-
crument are doing in regavd to the classifiea-
tion of those lands, and | have hal to reply
that probably we would be told all about it
by the Premier when he spoke on the Esti-
mates of the Lands Department. The Gov-
ernment acknowledge mistakes were made in
the classification, and are reetifying some of
them, but we want to know exactly what the
Government are doing in connection with the
assessments as a whole.

The I’remier: You have the appeal board.

Mr. ANGELD; Of what use is that? Wwe
would like to know what extra rents the Gov-
ernment are receiving  through the assess-
ments.  When the Bill went through the
House it was anticipated that the pastoral
lands woukl produce double rents. [n some
instanees the rents have been increased fopr-
fold, That is onc of the points which the
Premier might well have explained to us on
thess Fstimates. He told ns last year that
a classification was being made of a large
area hetween Burracoppin and Ravensthorpe.
We shoulid like to know what has beent doue
there? He also told us of o congiderable area
of pgooit land cast of Wagin which le said was
being elassified. We should like to know what
iz being done there also. Yet mo infornia-
tion whatever is available.  We are told in
the Press that a new port has been scleeted
hetween Wyndham and Derby.  Perbaps the
Promier will expound to us his poliey for the
development of that part of the State and
the scttling of the huge areas of magnificent
pastoral country up there, We are told
that the Government are going to develop
the eastern wheat belt and alse the South-
West, but we have not heard ansthing about
the utilising to its fullest cxtent of the
magnificent nastoral country north of Ger-
aldton, The rabbits are rapidly inereas-
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ing in portions of the North. If they are
aliowed to spread much further a lot of the
lands at present valuable will uot he return-
ing revenue to the Govermment much longer,
Also the dingoes are rapidly inereasing in
the North. Unless action be taken to check
these pests it will not be long bLefore the
lands up there loge all their value, T am told
that some of the pastoralists of the North
will shortly have to leave their holdings un-
less something be done to eradicate the din-
goes, On one station alone they have trapped
hundreds of dingoes during the last 12

* months.

Mr. J. F. Smith: Why do they not appoint
a vermin board!?

My, ANGELO: They have a vermin board,
but the difficulty is the huge areas belomging
to the Crown, which serve as  breeding
grounds.

Mr. MeCallum Smith: Tlow did they keep
down the pest in the past?

AMr. ANGELO: Probably the explanation
is that the rabbits have been breeding very
fast and so providing the dingoes with some-
thing to live on.

My, Munsie: The dingo will not cat wild
rabbit.

Mr. ANGELO: T should like to have keard
from the Premier some information in respect
of the item ‘“Clearing by traction enwine,
£20,000,° T hope the Prewier will tell uns
sommething about that,

The PREMIER: Do you want me to
cuss every item?

Mr. ANGELO: No, but it has been the
custom that a Minister, in introducing the
Estimates of important departmonts  fur-
nishes a little information as a guidance to
members in their deliberations. 1 hope it is
not, yet too late for the Premier to relent and
tell us something about the Estimates of this
important department,

dis-

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitehell
—Northam) [8.13]: It is news to me to hear
of the increase of rabbits in the North, I
understood that the only rabbits in the North
were all in the hon. member’s own electorate,
Years ago we speut £60,000 crecting a fence
up theve.

Mr. Angeio: The pastoralists erceted that
fence,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Don't say too much
abent it, Tt smells too strongly,

The PREMITER: What docs?

Hon. W, €, Angwin: The fence,

The PREMIER: We are told that rabbits
are inereasing in unmber on stations in the
North, That is the first T have heard of it.
1t is an extraordinary thing that this shonld
be 50 and that we should not know anything
about it. T do not belicve that rabbits have
inereased in the North of late. With regard
to the question of classification nentioned hy
the member for Gaseoyne (Mr, Angelo). wa
have to await the report of the officer swho
has had charge of the work, and when it
comes to hand, we shall he ahle to say what
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is to be done with the land. We have classi-
fied a tremendous avea of the pastoral lands
in the North und they have been appraised.
This House appointed a beard to do that
work., [t is mot u question for the Govern-
ment. The hon. member said in seme cases
the rentals have been doubled. The land is
worth the double reat in mamy instances. It
would probably average a doulie rent all
over the State, but not more.

Ay, Latham: Are you epening wp any
more land in smaller holdings?

The PREMIER: 1t is proposed that the
Kimherleys shall be thrown open in bloeks
of 230.u00 acves, but there is nothing to pre-
vont & man taking 20,000 acres or less if he
likes. The classifieation of this land has cost
maonex. The work was ordered by the Fouset.
Tt has vost an enormous ameuant, and some-
thing like 109 million acres were classified
last vear hy an army of inspectors. That area
wns clagsified in order that the rentals to be
paid might he fised. When the Bill was firat
passed the work should have heen under-
token at once. When it was undertaken we
had to pnt on a numhber of men at great cost
tu the State. The longer the work remained
undone the mare diffienit did the position be-
come. The pastoralists have to pay increased
rent for the years that have passed. This
has amounted to a good deal, and many of
them have not liked it. We' also struek the
time when the wool was practically wmsale-
able.

Mr, Angelo:
pect to impose?
The PREMIER:  T'robably
double rent over the whole area.

AMr, Angelo: Mueh more than double rent.

The PREMIER: The land around Carnay-
von has hecn appraised, and the hon. mem-
ber knows what the rents are. [ have indi-
entod what has happened in regard fo the
classification of land in the wheat belt. Tt
was said at one time that T had gone too
far east with land settiement, and now hon.
mombers want us Lo go further. We have
classified the laud around Lake Grace. Tf the
clussification justifies the subdivision of the
land, that work will he dome, We have
located some 400,000 or 500,000 acres of
good land, bat it is not well gituated in re-
gard to a railway.

Mr. Latham:
thrown open!

The PREMIER: XNo, it will not be thrown
open until we see whether the land beyond
justifies the construetion of a railway. I am
not going to put men out there until we can
guarantec them a line, and T cannot ask the
country to spend the money on a new railway
just now.

s Cowan: Will vou tell us something
about the Avon Valley lands? )

The PREMIER: If the hon. member
knows anvthing ghout the Avon Valley that
T do not know, I shall be pleased to answer
her questions. I have lived there for 30 vears.
Tf thore is any winsed land in that loeality it
will :e putt into use. The hon, member knows

What extra rents do yon ex-

it will he

Has auy of the land beer
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verr little about the subject. We have heen
told that there were three million acres of
land in the Avon Valley. There may be one
million acres of first elass land. There is
other Jand available extending from Dowerir
to Beverley, buat it is largely second or third
¢lass land, There is some unused land, but
nothjng like two or three million acves.

Mpg, Cowan: I am only going on the re-
pert of the department.

The PREMIER: The hon. momber is not
doing so0. 8he did not read the report care-
fully. Wherever I turn, sinee that report eame
out, people ask me about the land around
Northam. 1f there is any unused land avound
Northam, T de not know of it,

AMr. Johnstou: ‘What about York?

The PREMIER: There may be some
around York. Land to the west of the Avon
River is not first class land. I do not pro-
pose to ask people to go on the land when it
is not first class, and when they are people
with very small eapital. Hon. members will
hive an ovnportunity during the session of
dealing with the question of land which is
not used,

Alr. Willeock: This is the time to give us
the policy of the Lands Department.

The PREMIER: We can get a few men
to go on the land to-day. There is in Perth
a population of 160,000. They are eontent to
say, ““You take fhis unused land and have
it brought into use,’” T say so, too, but from
what source are we to get the popuiation
to go there? Tt will not come from the
160,000 in Perth. Will 40,600 of those people
go out into the country’

Mr. Willeoek: Give themt the chance.

The PREMIER: The question is whether
they would go out or not. Perhaps some of
them would do so.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: 1f yon get the city
people against you as well as the country
peaple where will yon be! '

The PREMIER: Let 40,000 of the people
of Perth go on the land, T am glad@ hon,
members are making a trip to the South-
West. The position so far as the wheat
helt is converned was well understood after
the trip that was made last year. Hon.
members gince then have been content to
have this part of the State devcleped. The
trip, however, did a great deal of good.

Mr. O'Loghlen: That iz nn entirely
different proposition  for the settler.

The PREMIER: There was some doubt
until last vear, as to whether it was wise
to settle men in that belt. The trip not
ounly convinced members but it convinced
the people of the country, because members
had seen it and had talked with the farmers
and told the people what they had seen and
heard. This completely changed the out-
look of those on the wheat belt. It is
neeessary that members should have a simi-
lar opportunity to see the South-West. If
we go further east there 1s a good deal of
first class land, but outside that there is
not much else than second class land. T will
not settle any persons on other than first
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class land. In the South-West members
will see what it is possible to do in that
part of the State.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: Some of the best
land in Australia is situated there.

Thé PREMIER: Undoubtedly, and it is
the Dbest climate in Australia. There is
some of the best land to be had anywhere.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Some of it would break
# man’s heart,

The PREMIER: It is a difticult job, but
it ean be got over by men working together
and getting their farms into working order.
It shoenld not be a difficult task under the
group svstem when men can assist each
other in clearing the farms, Hon. members
will go to Pinjarra, and there see the groves
of orange trees and other development
work that has been done. Further south
they will see the small scttlements, and
will be able to judge for themselves as to
what can be done, Practieally all along
thie coast line they will see the drainage
that bas been made, and the roads that
have been constructed. We can settle a
great many people between here and
Augusta and Bridgetown, When hon, mem-
bers returu no doubt they will be able to
judge as to whether it is better to settle
peopde on that land, or whether it is better
to resume laud befween Perth and Buon-
bury and subdivide it. We have made 2
start. The member for Senth Fremantle
{Mr. MeCallum) knows that n considerable
number of men ore working down there on
large cstates. I hope the policy to be
approved by the House will be the settle-
ment of the land between Porth and
Albany. T hope every aere of good land
will bhe settled and used. and that there will
be butter factories established just as there
are in New Zealand and in the Eastern
States. Tt is no wse members thinking that
we cannot do as well in the South-West as
in the Eastern States. We ean do so. The
land is nniformly good, and there is a great
deal of it which must be brought into
eultivation. Magnificent opportunitics exist
down there for the settler. [t is the cheap-
est land in the world to-day. Tf it costs
meney to develop, it is worth spending
money on, People could Tive a happy life
down there, and have the best climate that
it is possnb]c to find, Jf men are willing to
go down there and work, 1 am willing to
help them. Some people are anxions to go
there, and they will e sent there as soon
ag possible, We ought to scttle thousands
of people there during the next year or two.
There ought not to be oue pound of butter
or one ounee of produce prought inte West-
ern Australin from the other States. TFor
yvears past we have been spending two
million pounds annually on bringing pro-
duce from the Eastern States. If this sum
of money were spent in the South-West I
think we could produce all we need for our
own requirements. Tt is worth while spend-
ing money with that end in view.
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Mr., LAMBERT (Coolgardie) {8.30]: I do
not know what is intended Ly the amend-
ment indicated by the Deputy Leader of
the Country Party.

Mr, Johnston: The ex-Deputy Leader.

Mr. A, Thomson: I resigned.

Mr. LAMBERT: I understood that the
resignation had not been accepted, and that
the member for Katanning was still the
Deputy Leader of the Country Party.

Mr. Underwood: The Leader is back,

Mr. LAMBERT: Whether or not he is
the Deputy Leader of the Country Party
for the time being, the Govermment cannot

get awny from the significance of his
expressed intention to move to reduee
each division by 10 per cent.  Either
the member for Katanning is merely

attempting to fire a blank eartridge or he
is attempting to take the administration of
the Lands Department owt of the hands of
the Prowder. e has not indieated whether
it is his intention merely to move his Qrastic
motion, or whether it is his intention to take
the adwministraton of the department away
from tite Government, 1T think that the Pre-
mier is rather stultifying his  Government
wlien he takes a drastic amendment of this
deseription in pained silence.

The Premier: He has not moved it

Mr. LAMBERT: He has indicated
his intention is.

The Premier:
does move it,

The CHHATRMAN: There can he no diseus-
gion .on sneh o motion when it is moved.

The Premier: Can I not reply te hin?

Mr, LAMBERT: No, that is the ruling
that has been given.

The Premicr: We are in Committee and T
can speak again,

Ar. LAMBERT: No, the decigion was to
the vontrary. If it is not the intention of
the member for Katanning to take the ad-
ministration of affairs out of the hands of
the Governmentf, what is his iatention?

AMr. A. Thomson: To try to effect economy,

Mr. LAMBERT: As a watter of faet, the
member for Katanning knows full well that
the only way he can effect economy is hy
discussing the items ircinded in the Esti-
mates, anl dealing with them seriatim. The
member for Williamsa-Narrogin  ghakes his
head dublously, bnt how would those hon.
members apportion the decrease, if the pro-
posed amendment were agreed to,

Mr. A, Thomson: That is where we leave
administration in the hands of the Govern-
ment.

Mr, LAMBERT: What would the hon.
member propose if the department were to
build a bridge in the South-West which cost,
say, £1,000 and with the decrease off, £100
might be left? Does he suggest that the de-
partment should build, say, two pillars and
leave the rest?

Mr. Underwood: The Lands Department
does not build bridges.

Mr. LAMBERT: I am putting that pro-
position forward as a simple example. Mem-

what

Lot us disenss it when ke
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bers ean see how absurd it iy to contend,
ag the member for Katanuing has contended,
that he desires economy, and to leave wat-
ters at such a stage. We have a right to know
whether the hon. member is frank and hon-
est in his desire to effect economy.

Mr. A. Thomsou: You wait and see.

Mr, LAMBERT: If it is his intention to
effect economy as outlined by the member
for Pilbara, he is entitled to wmove for a
reduction in econnection with cerfain items,
and to show his desire to effect economy by
constroetive eriticism, imlieating how that
economy van be effected.

Mr. A, Thomson: And get blown out every
time,

Mr., LAMBERT: At any rate, the hon.
member would thus show his earnest desire
to effect cconomy as a supporter, ov alleged
supporter, of the Government, by his con.
structive criticism.  On the other hand, we
find the mewber for Katanning, who, as far
as T know, is deputy Leader of {he Country
Tarty, on the support of which section of
the House, the Government is held in office
under sutferance, indicates that he will move
for a 10 per cent, reduefion on every Vote,
irrespective of the possible eeonomy to be
effected. To my mingd, his intention is merely
to harrass the Government and foree the Min-
istry_inte an impossible pesition. 1 am sor-
prised  that the Premier has allowed  this
discussion to go on.  We had a similar set
of circumstances in the ¥Federal Parliament
the other day. 1 o not know whether the
Leader of the Country Party there has heen
deposed as well, but Dr. Page——

The CHAIRMAXN: We are not discussing
Dr, Page.

Mr. LAMBERT: I am merely outlining a
similar action in the Federal House to that
whirh has taken place hefore this Committee.
We find that in the Federal Iouse, Dr, Page
has moved for a vertain reduetion in the Es-
timates on the same lines as this responsible,
or irresponsible, action taken by the member
for Katanning. In the Federal House, Dr.
Page said be did not «esive his amendment
to be taken as a vote of no-confidenee in the
Government, nor did he intend to endeavour
to take the control of affairs out of the hands
of the Federat Govermment. That is exaetly
the position in which we find ourselves in
this Chamber.  We have the deputy Leader,
or alleged deputy Leader, of the Country
Party doing exactly the same thing where
the present Government are concerned here.
As to whether the member for Katanning
is the deputy Leader of his party or net

Mr. A. Thomson: T should he the
judge of that.

Mr. LAMBERT: Some hon, members say
that the hon, member’s resignation has not
been acespted. T think for the sake of this
comutry, it wonld be regrettable if the hom.
member ‘s resignation were aceepted for rea-
sons whieh T am not permitted to state, The
Comntry 'arty, which is allied to the Govern-
ment, s virtually taking the administration
ont of the hands of the Government party.

Mr, Tahnetrr: Not *he Onvepry Porty,

host
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Mr. LAMBERT: 1 do not know whether
that is true or mot. As a matter of raet,
that party’s politics and actions are,of such
a hoteh-poteh character that it would be im.
prossible for me to state what their inten-
tions are,

Mr. Latham: Are you speaking for vour
party?

Mr. LAMBERT: That applies to both their
actions al motives in polities and in most
other things,

Mr. Latham: 1 do not know what vou ity
speaking of, !

Mr, LAMBERT: XNor do | wish the hon,
menber to know.  When he umlerstands what
1 am speaking about- —

Mr, Willeovk: You will he falling off,

AMlr. LAMBERT: That is the pusition. Lt
is regrettable that the Premier bhas not
attached duve significance to this threat by a
section uf the Country l'arty as cmbuliel
in the remarks by the member for Katan-
uing.  That hon. member has n  riglt,
as an individual member of this Chisuber,
to move in  any  direction  he  likes.
In  this instanee, the significance  of
his  expressed  intention  ix  minbaixed
by the faet that lie has, within the lu~t 24
Lours, resigned his position as Deputy Lialer
of the Country Party.  With the material
provided hy the member for Katanninz, 1
carnot sngport a general reduction as b Lo
indicated. I oo prepare? to listen te any
member of the Committee .in discussin. the
various items, provided he has special Enow-
ledge of the subject under ddiseussion und
offers  construetive criticism  to  show  how
ceonomy may he effected.  The Governmuent,
without stultifying themselves, eonld ueeept
a reduction in certain items under surh eir-
cumstances, but when a cheap, eomiv opera
move of this desceription regarding the inten-
tion to reduee the Votes by 10 per cent. is
witnessed, | regret that the Premier views it
in a casual way as though he were sayinug:
"*Let the boys bave a little bit of fun, I will
not take any notice of it.”” 1f that is to be
the attitude, T do not know that we =linnil]
take these Estimates seriously at all. [ he-
lieve the only way by which ceonomy mayv e
effeeted in connection with departuiental ad-
winistration, is to take cach item and for
some inember with speeial knowledge, o in.
dicate in what direetion economy - he
effeeted awd move tfor a deerease aceoriivay,

Te merely fire a blank cartridge at tho viov-
ernment and make a bald, bold star ut
that the itemr should be redueed by 1 v
cent,, irrespeetive of its effectiveness or - «~i-

bility, iz not giving a lead to memini~
erally. Tt savours vither of n blank v
ov an attempt to take the administrat
affairs out of the hands of the Goverr: it
The Prewmicr and the Committee liave & 2

to know what is the intention of the wmester
for Katanning. 8o far, the member for Wi
tomning has merely dealt with generaliti-~ el
he has not indieated one single item where
ceonomy can be effected.  No soult sovme
wombhera have specifie knawledoa peadineg
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some portions of the Estimateg and the eriti-
cism ot such members would be listened to by
the Committee. The affairs of Government
should not be taken out of tie hands of the
Government in this slipshod fashion, without
more notice being taken of the action.

The Premier: I do not propose to take
notice of it.

Mr. LAMBERT: T believe that if the
Premier did take this amendment seriously,
le would imwmediately move the adjournment
of the House to consider his position 2nd
whether one or two of his supposed supporters
were going to rin the country or whether he
was to control the different departineats of
State. We may have a mining man, such as
the membkber for Claremont, who has a special
krowledge on that subjeet, stating that he
will move a general reduetion upon the Esti-
mates onder the heading of mining. The
Government have not so many supporters that
they could disregard the opinions and utter-
ances of the member for Claremont if he
made a similar threat aml the Government
took it serigusly. Tt is not likely that the
member for Claremont would make a bald
threat of that «leseription without having due
reaard  for its  significanee.  Apparently
the member for Katamning has not due
regard for the sigpificance of his utterances
Lut he has no desire to harass the Government.
I do not think the Committee will take much
notice of tlhe bald statements made by hini.
It would be regrettable if we did. [t is right
that all members of this Committee should
pay duc attention to the utteranees of any
hon. memher who has specinl! knowledpge en-
abling him to suggest where cconomies might
he effected. 1 have not heard that economy
eould he effeeted in the  slightest  de-
gree. T ean only take the hon. mem-
her’s unexpressed intention in one way and
that is that he has no desire to harass the
Government, and that he does not really wish
for any result from the amendment he in-
tends to move. 1 know there are certain mem-
hers who might move for individual reductions
which will probably mcet with the approval
of the Committee.

Tlon. P. Collier: May I make a suggestion,
Me. Chairman, | think members of the Com-
mittee ought to be aware that they are en-
gaged in o general discussion which is a mo-
tion of no-confidence, and perbaps some of
them are mot acquainted with the faet that
there will not be an opportunity of discussing
it later on when the hon. member moves his
amendment,

The Premier: T was under that impression.

Hon. P. Collier: T gathered from the re-
marks of the Premicr and the faect that he
did not make any reference at all to the pro-
posed amendment and seeing that it could
only be regarded as a no-confidence motion,
that he was under the impression that he
would have an opportunity of dealing with
the amendment when it was snbmitted. 1
think it would be well to make it elear to
the Committee that now is the only oppor-
tunity members will have on a general dis-
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cussion to deal with the proposcd amendment
of the memher for Katanning. When it is
meved finaliy, it will have to be put without
discussion. .

The CHAIRMAN: That is so.

Mr. Johnston : Under which Standing
Grder!
The CHAIRMAN: Under my ruling of

last year and twe years ago, which ruling
was supported by the Honse.

Hon. P. Coller: [ think the mling has
heen estahlished by the House and agreed to
in the past. It is not for me to decide that,
hut [ think members ought to e aware of
{he position.

The Premier:
impression.

The CHAIRMAN: The position js exaetly
as the Leader of the Opposition has outlined
it.  The work before the Commitiee is the
general disenssion on the division Lands and
Rurveys, aml at the elose the Premier has the
right of reply, but before putting a vote I
will put the amendment outlined Wy the mem-
her for Katanning and it cannot be diseussed.

Hon. I, Collier: Tt ean he discusced now
on the general diseussion.

The CHAITRMAN: Yes, it can be dis-
cuesseil now, [ do not put the vote until all
the items in the division have been doalt
with, and then | put it and no discvssion ean
t+e place after I put it,

Me. A, Thomson: I take it that I
Lo permitted to repir.

The CHAIRMAN:

[ was certainly wnder that

shall
No, ron will wot.

The MINISTER TOR WORKS (Hon. W.
J. George—-Murray-Wellington) 5.497: L
mu ¢nite sare the temper of the House is
that, if any practieal soggestion c¢ould be
made showing how the reduction of £10,000
conld bhe hrooght about, members woold be
prepared (o rive it serious consideration.
Members should glanee through the items and
see where they can effect a reduncfion of 10
per cent. If they take any of the items of
sularies, it is ont of the power of the House
to reduce them, They have been fixed,

Mr. A, Thomson: Arve you satisfied that
every emplovee is required?

The MINISTER TOR WORKS: Wait a
minute aml [ will satisfy the hon. member
on that. [f members take any of the items
ct salaries, they will find they have no power
te redure them. Tf they did reduce them, they
would stultify the actions of previous Partlia-
ments which placed the power of fixing sala-
ries first in the liands of the PPublie Service
('‘ommissioner nud then in an appeal court
which cnabled the decision to be ratified, ex-
fended or otherwise dealt with. Toking some
other items by way of illustration, there is
t(me ‘‘Clearing hy traction engine, firewoo:l
vutting, ete., £20,000.°7 If we dedueted £2,000
ifrom that, the hon. member’s ohjeet would
not be attained, Tt would simply mean that
in these days, when unemployment is staring
us in the face guite sirongly enough for me,
the reduetion womld simply relduce employ-
tment; and any such proposal as that is not
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likely to receive the hearty assent of the
Committes,  Besides, it would reduce the
£28,000 revenue accruing through this work,
There is another item, ‘‘Surveys Gen-
erally, £5,000.”* Ten per ecent. off that
would be £500. Again there are two reasona
vrhich prevent the Committee from voting
for such an amendment, firstly, the undesir-
ableness of reducing employment, and secondly
because the Lands Department cannot pro-
aced with its work unless surveys are carried
ount,

Mr. Lambert: So you consider it a vote
of no-confidence.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Do not
try to camouflage the thing. I am serious.
Then, it might be argued, could not we reduce
the number of men? This is a question which
only the Minister or the Public Service Com-
misgioner could answer, If it were possible
tn reduce the number of men, again we would
be faced with the question of unemployment.
4. further question arises, are we kecping on
men who are really not required in order not
to reduce employment? Certainly we are not,
as in the ordinary course of administration,
reductions are taking place in every one of
our departments. T have listened with consider-
alle attention to the remarks of the member
for Katanning. Putting on one side a lot of
the matters, the wisdom of mentioning which
is a matter of judgment, thongh I concede
hiis earnestness in endeavouring to impress
au the Government and on the country that ho
in alive to the necessity for ecomomy and re-
ducing expenditurc wherever possible, I can
sy that the Estimates of my department have
been cut down to bedrock, and this being so,
it is only fair to nssume that the Estimates
of the other departmeta have been ent down
in the same way. TUnless matters with re-
gard to finances bedome more favourable
than they are at present, even with my at-
tenuated staff, I should have to consider
whether T eould keep them on or should have
‘to put them off, becanse of the eomparative
ghortness of work, unless the amountg pro-
vided for in the Estimates are available. Even
when passing men out of the department, it is
nreessary to have the money to pay them

not merely the salary due to the date of their’

Ieaving, but the comnpensation to whieh they
are entitled under the regulations. T eamn
assure the hon. gentleman that if a redue-
tion in the mpumber of men was made in any
of these departments, the sum of moncy which
would have te be paid by way of compensu-
tion and te which they ate entitled—T do not
dispute that for a single moment—would be
a very considerable item indecd, and an ex-
cess Bill would be necessary to meet it. 1
do mot wish to say anything more. I only
wished to point out that if a suggestion were
put forward the Committee would be entitled
to know and to feel that it was put forward
with the ohject not merely of effecting a re-
duction, but of effecting a reduction which
would be of value and where such reduction
could be made without detriment to the car-
rying on of necessary work. Such a suggestion
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siould be practical. It is of no use
putting up a proposal and saying it
will apply, if it will not apply. It is of no
us¢ proposing a reduction of 10 per cent. as
the hon. member has done.

Mr. A, Thomson: Tell me how
arrive at it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The bon.
member has put up the 10 per cent proposal.
[ am not arguing for it. [ am only telling
the hon. member that his proposal is mnot
practicable, As a practical man he knows
that in building a house it i3 necessary to seo
that the requisite materials, iron, nails and so
forth, are available, and so in dealing with
these Estimates, before putting up a drostic
proposal of this sort, he should show how the
object ecan be attained. It ia imposzible for
o 10 per cent. reduction to be made on these
Estimates. .

Mr. Underwood: Youn are not allowed to
rut up any case for a reduction under the
Standing Orders.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
know about that. The hon. gentleman had
an opportunity to explain, and though he
oceupied a considerable amount of time, he
did not put forward a practical suggestion.
Why suggest dedocting 10 per cent.? Why
not say 50 per cent. or 100 per cent.¥ Any
proposed reduction of the Estimates should
be within the range of practical polities, and
the putting forward of a reduction of 10
per cent. as the hon, member has done is
neither practical nor is it politics.

we can

Mr. TROY (Mt Magnet) [8.57]: I do not
know how the Government propose,to take
the amendment by the member for Katan-
ning, but there have been some indicationa
that it is regarded as a vote of no-confidence.
Y wish to state my position clearly. The
(iovernment represent both the Country
Party and the National Party, and it is the
duty of the Country Party, if they are satis-
fied that the administration of the country s
not being carried on economically, to take the
first opportunity to put things right. If they
can prove that the Government are not de-
rerving of the confidence of the House, inas-
much as the adminstration is not being con-
dueted on the soundest lines, T will vote with
them. Although I sit in Opposition bhere, and
there is no prospect of this party coming into
office, T am prepared to see the best avail-
able men ocenpying the Treasury bench. But
T have an objection, and T think most of us
have an objection, to members of any party
moving motions such as that of the member
for EKatanning, while declaring that they
have no responsibility for the existence of the
Giovernment. The Country Party in the Fed-
eral Parliament occupy a position very simi-
lar to that of the Country Party here; and
they pretend from time to time that they
have no responsibility. They assist in the
formation of a Government, and then adopt
the policy of standing aloof and harassing
the Government. But they are, in faet, part
uf the Government. If the Country Party
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in tiis Assembly are dissatisfied, they ought
to ke the first opportunity of reconstruet-
g the Government, their own Governwent,
and putting hetter men in the places of the
pre=ent  Ministera,  What abent this kite-
flving of the wmember for Katanning?! 7The
how. member fakes the pose of o strong man
standing out for cconomy. But our experi-
enee - that the man who puts himself for.
nal as the strong man, almost invariably,
upon getting iuto office, proves a failure. At
the same time, if this comes to a vote of
want of confitence, 1 will vote against the
Giovernment, Now, the amendment asks that
there shall be a 10 per eent. reduction in the
Votes and vet the amendment comes from 2
mem:her of a party who insist upou a pro-
pressive land poliey, upon the settlement of
what rhey term the vast areas of the State,
 Bueli o poliey caunot be carried out without
money, or without the employment of officers
awd ~urvevors.  If the member for Katan-
nicy ix sineere, amd not merely kite-flying,
wihy does he not tell ws apecifically what
itents are to be reduced? T he can give me
that information, I will gladly support any
attempt to make reductions. But T do pro-
test against this pretence of standing out as
A strony man and moving motions which get
us  nowhere.  With regard to the laml
policy  of Western  Australia, T bave
et to the  conclosion  that  there is
somothing  wrong.  The Premier tomight,
to my surprise, omitted to give any
information concerning what has been done
and i heing done. Tn previons years, when
the Estimates were introdoced, the Minister
administering the department, instead of sim-
Py letting the Wstimates lie on the Table.
gave n résumé of his department’s doings.
He told ‘us just what had been done, and what
was the policy fov the future. T cousider
that the Premier has erred greatly in mot
givine us that lead to-night. We want to
know what is being done. We shall be glad
to ~upport any poliecy that i progressive
and has some definite end in view. XNow, a
1 rovressive policy of land settlement in West-
ern Avstralin depends largely on three ele-
ments—wheat growing, sheep raising, and
dairving.  As regards wheat growing, T am
of opinion—I may be wrong—that there are
in Western Austratia millions of aeres which
will produce wheat within ten years if put
to the test, T have this opinion that within
50 miles to 70 miles of the railway, at Mr.
P. A. Counolly's Ningham Station and at
Mr. Leslie Parkes's Warriedar Station, hay
crops have been grown for years. On Nin-
gham Station, on country which is not too
good, one can see some of the finest hay
starks in this country. The same applies at
Warriedar. Mr. Parkes has grown wheat of
a yiell equal to the average yield in any part
of this State. The Premier was pood enough
to promise fo come out and see that country,
1 may say the only failure experienced there
was the State-wide failure in 1914, Growth
i= quicker there, e¢rops matnre much more
quickly there, The Government, before de-
ciding upon developmental railwayvs, and be-
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fore putting people on new country, should
establish an experimeutal farm and prove
what can be done. T remember reading with
great interest a boolk on agriculture by Pro-
fessor Widstoe, which refera to dry farming
in Oakland, Montana, and New Mexico, and
also Utah. The book shows tbat, thanks te
experimental work, they are able in those
countries to grow prodncts on a less rainfall
than we have in the wheat belt of Western
Australin.  In the area [ have referred to
there is a relinble winter rainfall. The whele
avea 1 speak of has a reliable rainfall. 1t
is not so great as the rainfall in the coastal
areas, but it is nearly as great. However,
the heat Leing greater in those districts, and
the soil being stronger, whent matures there
mueh more quickly than in localities nearer
the eoast. Mr, Leslie Parkes last year had a
wagnificent ¢rop.  The country is York gum

-and salmon gum country, and when I saw

it I thought to myself “What a fine place
for an experimental farm!’’ I consider
something should be done there just to find
out what the country can produce. Then,
whenr we know what can be dore, we may
ask people to settle there with every prospeet
of suceess. That is my view, and I think it
js a pretty sound view. At present, hefore
the land has been tested by means of an
experimental farm, T wounld not put a, man
there exeept on 20,000 acres, so that he might
kecp a thousand sheep, which would Tepre-
sent a backing for him,  The sheep wonid
maintain him until he could bring his coun-
try into production. What struek me regard-
ing that country was this: comparing it with
the Western Distriet of New South Wales,
one recalls that the rainfall in the Western
Distriet of New South Wales falls largely in
the summer months. ¥ass and Cootamundra,
for instance, have a 20-ineh ryainfall; but
more than half of it falls during the summer,
when no erops are growing. In Western
Australia we have a relinble winter rainfafl.
T do not say it always falls, but on the whole
it is reliable; and all our rain falls during
the growing season. As regards our wheat
areas, we have still a large area available
for exploitation; and the Government ought
to find out what ean be done, and settle the
country at the earliest possible moment. Now
with regard to what has been said about the
South-West. Frankly, I do not like the
South-West, T have no particular antipathy
to it: it may be much better country than
I judge it to be; but I do know this, that
while if T wanted te esecape drought I would
go to the Sonth-West, it wonid mean many
years of laberious toil before T could secure
a competeney there, From that standpoint
T wonid rot like to take on the South-West.
On the wheat belt there is a prospect of a
competeney much earlier, and the work is not

30 hard. T have c¢ome to the econclu- |
gion that if -the wheat arecas are made
to produce to their utmost ecapacity,
they  will Thelp to develop the South-
West of this State, jJust as the
wealth won  from the pastoral areas

of Western Australia has helped to develop
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the south of Western Australia, Very few
of the wealthy men of the South-West be-
came wealthy in the South-West, Theyr went
to the XNorth-West, became weaithy there,
and then they returned to settle in the South-
West. T am of opinion that the South-West
will be developed by the wheat farmers, and
by their sons, in years to come, hecanse they
will have the money, which the Govermment
have not to-day, to develop the South-West
sueeessfully. At the same time I do et wish
to put any obstacle in the way of the Gov-
ernment’s poliey with regard to the South-
West. [f, bowever, I find them wasting
money, find them putting the wrong class of
man on the land—~for instance, immigrants
who know nothing of the conditions and
quickly become disheartencd—1I shall not sop-
port such a poliey. I wish the South-West
well, but I Jdo say to my South-Western
friends that for the ncxt 10 years morc milk
and butter will be produced in the wheat
districts of Western Anustralia than in the
South-West. In the Victoria and Geraldton
districts, where there is n greater abunidance
of good substantial fodder than in any other
part of Western Australia, the farmers are
going in for dairying; and from the cxperi-
ence T have gained I am satisfied that we
shall he able to earry on dairying suecessfully
there tor six or seven months of the vear.
But that is not sufficient.  The successful
hutter fartories in the Eastern States <o not
carry on for six months of the year and lie
jdle for the other half. The successful hut-
ter factories of New South Wales prodoce
dnring the whole year, What the Govern-
ment ought to Jdo in the wheat areas, what is
nrgently necessary there, is to teach the
people ta provide fodder during the months
when fodder is not growing in its natural
state. In the Victoria district, which is re-
presented by the Minister for Agrienlture,
who mow has his opportunity, there is a
natural growth of abundant fodder, which
can all be conserveld. Let the Government
Tuild one big silo in that distriet, and thus
show the people what ean be done in the way
of fodier conscrvation. Speaking as I have
spoken here oceasionally, let me say that my
youth was spent on the morthern vivers of
New South Wales, the great North Coast.
Though that country was impoverished at the
time I refer to, the land there is now worth
from £100 to £11¢ per acre. No young man
can get a farm there now: 30 acres is a
farm there in these days. The Govermuent
of New Sovth Wales conducted very practieal
experiments in fodder conservation in that
distriet, hecause the farmers would not touch
it otherwise. The Government ereeted a mag-
nificent silo at Wollingbar, and thereby tanght
the people the clements of an indwstry which
is now the wealthiest in New South Wales.
- Hon, members who know the North Coast of
New South Wales will appreciate what T say.
That distriet is carrying a larger bedy of
agriculturists than any other part of Aus-
tralia to-day., When I left there, land counld
be ohtained at £1 per aere: it now brings,
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ns L have stated, vp to £100 and £110 per
acre. Mo T say to this Government thut if
they are ygoing to spend money on the de-
vilopment of agrienlture, they should wo to
those districts and teach the people the first
principles of sound agricvlture. As regards
the Victoria, Northam, and Geraldton lis-
iriets the first principle of agriculture, from
a dairying standpeint, is the provision of
frulder to feed the cattle at a time when
natnre does not provide for them.

Mr. Money: That applies to all districts.

Mr. TROY: | am a wheat-grower, but I
dy a little daivying, and T know that my
cattle are now going off very much wud do
not vield the same quantities of milk and
hutter, 1 am satisfied that if T conld atford
to erveet a silo, then during the spring 1 would
he able to reap and conscrve enongh of the
magnificent grasses to maintain the cattle in
firgt-class condition all throngh the year.

Mr. Meney: You could conserve the folder
without the help of a silo; you eould con-
serve it in the form of hay,

Mr, TROY: [ do not know that, ani very
few of the farmers in my district know it.
However, T have indicated what in my opinion
is a practical step for the Governmeut to
take. | <o hope the Minister for Agriculture
will be indueed to take this step at the eurli-
est moment.

Mr. Money: What vou want is move wuri-
cultural edneation,

Alr, TROY: A great deal has been said
alout our railways passing through co.ntry
which is not heing wsed,  Public wmeetings
are being held and the Government are leing
nezed to impose o tax to compel those prople
who holil laud in this way to bring it vnder
enltivation. I support that policy because [
consider that no wman has a right to holid land
withent putting it te use. [ would poin- out,
however, that there is an aspe-t that ~loull
be eonsidered, and it is that settlers euunot
hring A1} their lands ander cultivation in the
period of one or two years. In gowe caes it
takes 10 or 20 vears with good seasons to ilo
this, and that is a point of view which slmld
not he forgoetten.  Of course where 1ennle
are not trying to do this, they should L pen-
alised.

Mr, Money: Do you not think they =lrnid
ba assisted!

Mr. TROY: Tlow are we to assist them!
By advancing the money from the Agrienl-
tural Bank! We know that clearing to-duy is
very costly aml that money is dear. Any man
who desives to develop his property is guiled
by these considerations. In the wheat areas
a considerable ncreage has been developed nnd
the farmers have done remarkably well. Only
on Sunday last I went out some four miles
behind my property—I had not been there for
a couple of years—and I way amazed to see
the amount of work that had been done. This
is not the case in many parts of Western
Australia. The same enterprise is not ex-
hibited everywhere, and wherever good lani
is held umnged Parlinment shounld take the
earliest opportunity of adepting some v rthel
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by which the hoblers of it should hw compelled
to utilise it in the interests of the Htate. An-
other matter which is detrimental to our rail-
wuyrs paying is the fact that we have such
larae areas of poor country. We hear a good
deiti whout the wonderful lands in Western
Avwsprafia. Buf it is guite impossible in poor
country to farm suecessfully., There is a
grear denl of poor country within a good
‘rainrall belt. Take that part of the State
frome Dongarra to Geraldton, along the
copst, and over a distance of about 300
miles. There is a good c¢limate there and
probably one of the beat medium rainfalls
in Western Australia. The land, however,
is so poor that about the only thing the
Government could do wonld be to establish
timber plantations on it. A great sand-
plain stretehes from coast to const in this
coliutry and there are millions of acrres in
regard to which the Government are not
exercising a  wise policy because thev
charge too much for the land. They ask
4¢. Gk an aere for it. In my opinion the
1amd ix net worth that. T know what T am
talking about becanse adjacent to my pro-
Jrerty rthere are 200,000 acres for which I
would not pay anything like 4s. 64, an acre,
I7. bowever, the land were leased, say for a
perind of 20 ycars, on the condition that
the person who leased it improved it, it
conlt be used to advantage. [ would risk
tikiug up some of it,

M- Mann: Wounld 20 years be a long
enorgh tenure!?

Mr. THOY: After I had passed away the
Lind would not be much good to me. 1 have
A pustoral lease of 2,000 aeres which is
well supplied with water. T paid a high
price for it. I was advised to take it up
as u grazing lease, otherwise someoue might
jump it and T would have to buy it back.
I wiu~ compelied to take up that lawd as a
grazing lease. Before T took it up water
hiad been diseovered on it. The feed on it
ig conrse and it is only when it is burnt off
that o small amount of feed can be got. It
would not pay anyone to fence it under ex-
isting conditions unless he had some tenure
and a cheap rental. T suggest that land of
this deseription should be leased, not sold;
then slicep conld be put on it and they
would improve it. et it be leased at a
peppercarn rental and impose the condition
that the person who leases it must fence it.
The tue railway runs tbrough =about 20
miles nf that eountry and aleng the whole
of that distonce there is no settlement.
That is where the Govermment are losing
money and by that poliey they are not
assisting in the develgpment of the State.
I have heard a good deal said about the
scttlement of the Gascoyne and the Kim-
berleys. The member for Roebonrne (Mr.
Teeadale) has not said much about the
settlement of his partienlar electorate.

Mr. Teesdale: I do not intend to.

Mr. TROY: T commend the hon. member
for hia gdod sense. I make allowanee for
- the ther hon, members, who must sav
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something for their distrvicts. I deprceate
the Government going in for settlement of
a spasmodie kind, sueh as growing bananas
or peanots, and so forth, in the North-West,
and growing pumpking in the Kimberleys.

Mr, Johnston: What about sugar cane?

Mr. TROY: [ doubt whether we could
grow it. T was reared in sugar cane coun-
try and I know that a heavy rainfall is re-
quired. Along the Richmond River in
northern New South Wales there is a rain-
fall of between 80 and 90 inches and it
rains in every mouth of the yvear. Kimber-
lex has a dry winter. They might grow
maize in Kimberley and maize would be a
vialuable asset to Western Australia. There
is the risk, however, of its being destroyed
by the very severe storms whieh pass
through the Kimberleys, so severve, I under-
stand, that it is necessary to tie down the
houses. I am opposed to the Govermment
spending any meney in  settling a few
hundred people at Carnarven. No advani-
age could follow frouw this because the Gov-
ernmment would have to previde a service
to toke the produets to the market, The
result would be somewhat similar to that
of New Britain, some 20 ov 30 venrs ago.
The people were chergetie enough but they
were too isolated, and the result was that
they had to be taken away from that
locality, With regard to pastoral areas,
I have stressed the necessity from time
to time of resamning pastoral areas along
existing railways, rather than allowing ome
family to exist where there should be 12,
as is the case to-day. The Premier’s firgt
step should be to extend the boundaries of
the south-west distriet. These boundaries
run from a point north of the Murchison

. river, east to Mullewa, and cast of the

Wongan Hills line. The time has arrived
when the boundaries shonld Dbe extevded,
and stations sopelh as Yuin, Gabvon, Cadgy
Cadgy, Carara, Talleraug should he included
within it. All thosc properties should be’
resumed  beeause  there the rainfall is
sufliciently good te maintain ten times the
population existing there to-day. Most of
those properties could be utilised for wheat
growing. The Cadgy station country is
adjacent to the Wongan Hills line. I know
that the Premier has been approached from
time to time to throw open that land but
ne has not done so, and L fear that infiu-
ence has been brought to bear to preveat
hitu doing se.

The Premier: There is no influence.

Mr. TROY: Oh yes, there is. I have made
inquiries and I find that this property is
held by the 8holls and that some obstacle
i3 .placed in the way of the land being
taken up by local settlers.

The Premier: Tt has been tuken up.

My, TROY: Then it has bean taken up
quite lately. Whenever the proposal was
put forward it was always met by the objec-
tion that it could not be done. I do mot
say that Gabyon station conld grow wheat,
not becsuse the rainfall is not sufficiently



1442

good, but because there is no depth of seil
there. The Mullewa country is an instance
of that, the rock is close o the surface and
in the dry months the wheat goes off. A
few miles further away the wheat matures
and yields a high average. There are other
stations where wheat could be grown. Of
course these are propertiea where the
pastoralists have done their duty to the
State, but the time bas arrived when the
land should be wade more prodoctive.
If T were atarting off to-morrdw with 10,000
acres of the Tallerang Station, T wounld grow
oat crops to fel my sheep. With 500 acres
of cats T could buy sheep at the Mullewa
market, fatten them and make a really good
living. In Mareh, April, May and June there
is always a shortage of fat atock in the loeal
market, and that is the time I.would sell my
sheep,

Mr. Clydesdale: At what depth could you
get water?

Mr. TROY: At praectically any depth.

Mr. Piesse: That does not apply to the
whole of the country.

Mr. TROY: Yes, with the exception of a

few small areas water can be got anywhere

from Mullewa to Nullagine. Settlers will
make good more quickly in that country with
10,000 acres than they would on picked
bloeks in the South-West, where the Premicr
proposes to spend large sums of money.
There is no ocecasion to spend much money on
Muovchison eonntry, because already it is car-
rying sheep, which is the basis on which all
settlement ought to be worked. If T had
my experience over again I would ringbark
the timber, fenee it, provide water and put
sheep on it, instead of cleaving it and grow-
ing wheat. T have often marvelled at the
want of guidanee given to settlers by the
officers of the Agricultural Department. All
the stations T speak of, from north of the
Murchisen River right down the Wongan
Hills line, carry stoek, and I am convinced
that 20,000 acres of that country will pro-
vide a good living. The Premier, before
wasting money clsewhere, onght to try this
scheme, which T am sure would be suecessful.

Mr. Angelo: Where would you be with a
three years’ drought? .

Mr. TROY: I have a friend near Mt. Mag-
net who has but 23,000 acres. Yet he eame
through the dronght of 1914, and other
droughts, and has made a really comfortable
living. The hon. member asks how wonld
they get on with a three years’ dronght!
No man need be afraid of the drought when
he has on the Murchison a station adjoining
the railway, which allows him to unload his
stock wher he finds a bad season coming on
him. This Murchison praoposition does not
require anything Jike the money which a man
must have to develop the South-West., We
bring seftlers out from England and ask
them to go into the South-West.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: The land down there

more c¢losely approximates that which they
have known in England.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr, TROY: But there is the extraordinary
vost of clearing. After all, the value of the
land is only what it will produce.

Mr. Pickering: Any number of settlers in
the South-West have started from scratch
and made good.

Mr. TROY: I do not deny that, but in the
district I speak of all the settlers and many
of the squatters started from serateh. and
they have made much more money than has
heen made in the South-West, ’

Mr. Pickering: They get quicker returns,

My, TROY: When, as at present, the Tre-
mier cannot find money to provide eapital for
the people of the South-West, time is the
essence of the contract; and the place where
settlers ean make good most gquickly is the
place which should first be developed.

My, Money: The best distviet in Western
Australia is the South-West.

My, TROY: Yet there is less development
in the South-West than in any other portion
of the State. Compare what has heen (ong
on the wheat beit in 10 years with what has
been done in the South-West in 50 vears.

Mr. Pickering: And compare the cost of
doing it.

Mr. TROY: That is what I say, Teo-day
we have not the money to meet the heavy
eosts involved in the clearing of Soyth-West
land, The policy of the Government ought
to bhe to get the quickest return from the
smallest expenditure, and | suggest that ean
best be done in the wheat areas and the Mur-
chison dlistricts,

Mr. Monev: The South-West is the most
certain dairying distriet in Weatern Austra-
lin, and if the development is carried out on
right lines it ean be done as cheaply a= any-
where else,

Mr. TROY: [ know that the South-West is

- the safest of all distriets.

My, Money: The safest and, T admit. the
slowest.

AMr, TROY: The wen to piancer the Sonth-
Weat will have to be men of pgrit, endur-
anee and courage, and they must have a
knowledge of the coontry, Many of the scttlers
from the Old Land have been engaged
in industrial occupations and are not pre-
pared to take on ‘the laboriouns work en-
tailed in elearing the South-West,

My, Money: With improved methods it
need not be so laborious.

Mr. TROY: T hope to see those improved
methods instituted; T shall be glad to help
all T can. But in the areas T speak of there
is o possibility of quicker settlement, and the
settlers will help the Government, not only
hy increasing produetion, but alse by serving
to render the railways profitable. T depre-
cate the policy of putting a few settlers into
the Gascovne distriet. Years ago there was
a preat clamour in that distriet in fYavour
of putting young men on some of the rieh
pastoral areas. The soundest poliey for the
development of the Gascoyne district i=. not
to put in a few hundred settlers growing
bananas and peanuts, but to give them each
20,000 acres of pastoral land, and n few
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thousand sheep, They conld make a living
on that, and then they could untilise the water
of the Gaseoyne river to ecarry on irrigation
and thus prove the capacity of their proper-
tics. Afterwards, when the whole of the
Soeuth-\Western division is settled, the 20,000
aeres in the Gascoyne will give place to
10,000 acre blocks, which in turn will give
place to blocks of 5,000 acres. As for the
amemdment, T do not know whether the mem-
ber tor Katanning desires to see a motion of
no-confidence ecarried. T will vote for the
amendment, but not beeause T would prefer
the hon. member to the Premier, I have more
confidence in the Premier than in any other
member sitting on that side. I will vote for
the nmendment, not becanse I am opposed to
the Premier, but becavse I want to sce ear-

ried ont a policy of land settlement under

reasonably safe conditions, and T particularly
want to see my principles embodied in such
a poliey.

Mr. PIESSE (Toodyay) [9.44]): L do not
kunow whether the member for Katanning
made it quite clear that the amendment le
moved was or was not to he taken by the
Premier as a motion of want of confidence.
In any case, it is the hon, member’s own
amendment, and has no party significance.
It is proposed to increase the expenditure
under the heading of tands and surveys hy
£12,700. Tf that money is to be devoted to-
wards the classification and suevey of new
land, I feel that the Minister will be jusn-
fied in asking for more. 1 endorse the re-
marks of the member for Mount Magnet
when he says there is a fine belt of country
to the east of the Wongan Hills-Mullewa rail-
way. We lhave records taken by farmers 16
miles east of Dalwallinu showing that the
average rainfall for the last 10 ycars has
been 16 inches. 1t has gone up as high as
20 inches. The crops each year have been
most suceessful, There has been searcely a
failure in the district, This is typieal, I be-
lieve, of the large belt of country extend-
ing 60 miles from Dalwallinu to the belt of
country north of Mt. Marshall. With all due
respect to the Premier and his officers, | fear
they have very little knowledge of this coun-
try. Onc drawback to the district is the
want of an adequate watcr supply. It shoull
be part of the poliey of the Government in
their Jand settlement operations to deal with
this question of water supply, and make pro-
vision for these pioneers. The wmember ror
Mt, NMaguet referrel to the advantage to be
gained by cutting up laml into 20,000 acre
blocks for settlement. That is a very pood
proposition, but it does not bring freight to
our railways which iz so necessary for the
conntry at the present time. There is magni-
ficient country north of Mt. Marshall, prob-
ably a million acres suitable for agriculture,
T was surprized to find that the land in the
region of Mt. Marshall and the Wyalvatchem
railway was so productive in character. This
vear there should be an even Dbetter average
than there has heen in the past. The settle-
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ment there has proved bow highly suitable
this country is for the ygrowing of wheat.
Thé only hope we have of inereasing produe.
tion in the State lies in building more rail-
ways. We are toll that we have sufticient
railways already to develop the land now
settled. Take the back country hetween the
goldfields line and the Dowerin loop liune,
¥Yorkrakine, Newcarnie, and North Baandee.
There i3 a large settlement there where
wonderful crops arve grown, but the distance
over which the wheat has to be carted is too
great for these pcople to last out many
vears. The highest average yield for the last
12 months has recently been obtained from
that part of the country. [ hope the CGov-
ernment will carry ont the promises that were
made to assist these people by means of a
railway. The allegedly undeveloped lands
contiguous to our railways are very limited
in area, and are not generally suitalle for
wheat-growing, Wheat growing is the hope
of Western Australia. T feel sure that in
time to eome this State will grow more than
double its present yield of wheat. But we
require railway facilities and a better water
supply. No step has ever been taken hy the
Government to overcome the water diffenlty.
Dams have been put down by the same old
methods, but more attention should be paid
to this question than has been paid to it in
the past. The member for Mt. Magnct spoke
of n practieal demonstration being made in
regard to the use of silos. Buch a demonstra-
tion is badly needed. 1f we only had small
giles establishell in different centres, the far-
merg conld he shown how to store their fod-
der. I feel sure they would then speedily
adopt the practice and we wonld gradually
overcome the ditliculty facing the settlers of
being supplied with fodder for eattle at the
latter end of the season. The South-West
undoubtedly has bright prospects, What is
required is to feach the people how to handle
that country, T feel sure it will prolduce but-
ter the whole year rvound. People should hbe
cnconraged to settle on that lamd, and shoukd
he shiown how to make the hest use of it.
The great drawback there is the high cost 6f
development, It costs tem times as muoch to
dexglop land there ns it does on the wheat
beit. This is one of the reasons for the delay
in making it produetive, and for the 1iffi-
eunity of getting people to take it up. Peo-
ple who travel over our railways freruently
say they have scen large areas of undeveloped
land. [nvariably that particular country is
of too light a character to repay anyone for
the neecessary heavy cxpenditure reguired to
bring it into a state of development. Those
people are, therefore, mistaken in their ideas.
People who travel dlong these lines are often
not possessed of the necessary practienl know-
ledge of land settlement, or of the expense
of labour connected with the development
of those lands, to be able to form an opinion.
I am surprised to hear members express an
opinion of this nature about which thev know
so little.

Mr. Money: To what are vou referring?
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3 DTENSE: There is poor land along the
Muutl-West, the Great Southern, and the
Worpun Hills-Mullewa railway lnes. It
wourt Tw good policy for the Government to
give the freehold to settlers in many of these
vitses,  Let them have the laml to develop it
on the cunditional holding prineiple. I am
aversy in the perpetual lease principle or to
the we-cppraisement of land valves, If the
land i» developed by the settler, the countey
receives from that man great advantage by
reison ot the work he does. The Minister
world be justified in increasing the expemli-
ture o¥ uis <lepartment if it meant further ve-
clas~if-ution ondd suevey of vacant lands.

The Premier: Practically nothing else has
heen < nt oxcept on surveys.

Mr. PIESS)E: Tt has been said that we
are -hurt of first-class land for settlement.
There are tens of thousands of aeres of first-
¢lnes Iind Iving to the north of the Me, Mar-
shail line and east of the Wongan Hills-Mul-
lewn line, whieh should be capable of sue-
cessful ddevelopment from the farming point
of view,

Ms JOHXSTON  (Williams-Narrogiu)
[%.35: 1 do net know whether the mem-
ber for Katanding intends to press his amend-
uwnt o a divigion, e would be woll advised

irtw it.  In ease, however, it goes to
Gom, [ have no desive to give a silent
1 do not vommend his judgment
Linnehing his ceonomy campaign against these
pavtieidae departments that are controlled by
the Mini<ter for Lands and Repatrintion. The
departments which the hon. member desires
ta resiwee hy 10 per cent. are the Tands and
Surveys Departments, the Agricaltural Bank,
the FARB, and the department controlling
the "unil settlement of sokliers. These nre
the vory departments which control the life
blond of Western Australin’s prosperity. The
Goverpment are deserving of congratulation
upan the manner in which thev have earriod
their vigovous land settlement policy into of-
fect. [ am not dorry to see that the vote
this year for the Londs Departinent s
£1r2 v as compared with the estimated ex-
penditure last year of £74,00(, The Premier
iv asking 33 per ecent. more for the land and
Surv ys Department this year than he asked
for it vear. 1 am pleased that the work of
classitivation, survey and subdivision, and of
putting scttlers on the land is being so vigor-
ously carried into e¢ffeet. Had the Govern-
ment desired a larger amount this year to
carry on this great work of land settlement,
they would have had my support. There is
ne more valuaile work going on at present,
#ul there are no departments more cfficiently
managed than these, and no departments are
more decentralised. The Lands and Surveys
Dep-prtment has been effectively and efficiently
decertraliseld throughont Western Australia.
I w: .f never cast a vote in the direction of
entt’yn down these departments at present.
They <honld not be redueed, partieularly in
the Interests of the country residents and
thos + that are heing attacked by this motion,

vole,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. W, ", Angwin: Is not almost all the
land around Narrogin taken up?

Mr. JOHNSTOXN: A pood deal of it is
taken up. Iast-of the Yillimining-Kondinin
railway, we have large tracts of good forest
country which have been classified, aml which
I know the Premier and the CGoverament
have u desire to settle. That is a guestion
for the immediate future, It is a yuestion
for the vailway advisory hoard and of loan
maneyy, a8 to when that country east of the
existing settlement and the Great Southern
Railway is to be cffectively opened up and
settled. L am net going to be a party to
requcing the vote that we are now disvussing,
under which I believe we will find ont to the
full extent what good land we have there,
which land 1 believe the Government would
be justified, when railway material becomes
cheaper, in opening up. Railways in that
country ave very necessary in ovder that it
may he scttled and so male the country
more prosperous, I1f the hon. member sue-
ceedls in getting this vote reduced, Katanning
will be deserving of the name of the Kya-
bram of the West. The activities of the
Lands Department are absolutely mnceessary
for the settlement of the peaple on the land.
There is n tradition in the Lands Department
to the effeet that although the officers have
great reverence for the memory of the late
Lord Tl'orrest, when he was Premier and
Treasurer of the State—he had previously
been both Surveyor General and Commis-
sioner for Lands—there were times when
he gnve a great deal of money to other
departments, but starved the Lands Depart-
wient, and cut down the vote in comparison
with his treatment of other departwments, L
know that is so from my own cxperience.
Officers in the Lands Department hitve heen
paid less for many years past than officers
with less responsibilities have boeen paid in
other departments. T would, therefore, nat
feel justified in casting my vote for a redue-
tion in this particular casc. 1n reaponse to the:
statement made by the member for Ceolgaridie,
1 wish to make it clear that the action of the
member for Katanning—which he is entitled’
to take if he thinks right to <o so—has not
rome from the C'ountry Party as n party. L
must, however, congratulate the hon, member
on the emphasis with which he hos pointed
to the country that this action is taken as the
member for Katanning aml not as the:
deputy Leader of the Country Party, In his
desire to dissociate the Country Party from
the rednetion he proposed, the hon, member
has taken up the quixotic and, to my mind,
totally unnccessary course of resigning his
position as deputy Leader of the Country
Party. T regret he has done that, the more-
beeause T think, since he haa held the po-
sition of deputy leader, apart from this par-
tienlar instance, he has given us as good
leadership as we have seen in this Cham-

ber dince T have been o Country Party
member, As members of the Country
Party, however, we should be pleased
with  the attitule the thon. membuer-
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adopted to show that the Country Party
were not in association with Lim in hig
proposal to move for the reduction of the
vote on the Lands Department, the Soldiers
Settlement Scheme, the Agriculiural Bank,
and the Indwstries Assistance Board. I hope
the work of soldier-settlement will not be
prejudiced by the earrying of any such amend-
ment, and 1 hope the hon. member will see fit
to withdraw hig auggested amendment alto-
gether.

Mr. CORBOY (Yilgarn) [10.2]: T did not
intend to speak regarding the Vote for this
particular department, but [ felt that T
should express my views regardiug the amend-
ment whieh the member for Katanning has
moved, T will vote against any reduction of
the description indicated. 1 adopt tlhiat atti-
tude beeause there has grown up during re-
¢ent wmonths & policy in connection with the
Country Party, not only in this Parliament,
but in every Parliament throughout the Com-
monwealth, to do a good deal of kite-flying
on the question of eeconomy. In practically
every State we hear of reduetions in the Esti-
mates being moved by members of the Coun-
try Party, almest invariably under eirenm-
stances in which they kuow there is no chance
ot guch propesals being adepted. Tt is merely
a pose to give the people the impression that
the Coontry Party are honestly trying to
effect some reduction of the expenditure in
connection  with Government departments,
when, as a matter of fact, they have no suneh
intention whatever. 1 feel that any redue-
tion such as that suggested would have a very
bad cfeet. Personally, I think Ministers
have done their utmost to cut down in every
possible way the projected cxpemlitare dur-
ing the forthcoming 12 months. T believe
that the politieal kite-flying whiel has been
done in conneetion with this vote has not
been in the best interests of the country or
of Government departments. T hope the AMin-
ister in eharge of the Lands Department will
give ecarnest consideration—T believe he is
doing so at the present time—to the question
of taking action to absorb the men at present

being throewn out of employment in the min-°

ing imlustry. Tt is possible to do a greal
deal in districts that have been lightly touched
so far. Regarding my own electorate,” it
wonld be possible to absorh a good many men
who have been thrown out of work in connec-
tion with the mines, both in the wheat area
at the Southern Cross end and at the Ravens-
thorpe end as well.

The Minister for Works: What de you
suggest they should be put to do?

Mr. CORBOY: To occnpations similar to
those that are followed in the agrienltural
distriets, that is farming, and in Southern
“Cross in particular, mixed farming.

The Minister for Works: You snggest we
should start them as farmers?

Mr. CORBOY: Yes. I am appealing for
this with some justification. Tt is practically
impossible to get that assistance in the two
areas I have mentioned, which is possible in
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the other parts of the agricultural arveas. The
contention apparently is that the clowds driit
over to the rabbit-proof feace and then turn
back. It is contended that the rainfall is not
assured, Tn refutation of that, I may men-
tion that there are about 12 farmers around
Southern Cross, excluding those at Bullfinch
and otber outlying centres. Two of them
have been farming for the past 17 years and
they have never yet had a failure. [f that
is not sufficient warrant to regard the district
as suitable for mixed farming, it will be
difficult to find one. Regarding the Ravens-
thorpe end, even more favourable conditions
apply there, for the eountry is exceedingly
suitable for farming. Tt is within 30 miles
oi the coast and sitnated along a range of
hills which give an assured rainfall. {1 that
regpeet it is quite suitable for settling in
blocks of about a thousand aeres. If the
Governmment ean see their way clear to grant
assistanee to these men to engage npon farm-
ing pursuits and to follow a more healthy oe-
cupition than they have been tollowing in the
mines, it will be beneficial both to the men
and to the State. An honest endeavour showld
be made to help péople to remain in the dis-
tricts where they have been residing for many
years, and | have cvery confidence that if
assistance be given to these men to take up
farming, it will prove successful. Men have
gtarted there with very little capital in the
past. They have received no assistance worth
meuntioning from the Government and to-day
they are in a sound position. 1t something
were done te extend the operations of the
soldicr settlement scheme and the Industrics
Asgistanee Board, it would have a very bene-
fieial effect.

Mr. -SBAMPSON (Swan) [10.8]: 1 would
like to remind hon. members that the mwember
for Katanning made no mis-statement when he
spoke earlier this evening. He was very
elear in pointing out that the action he in-
tended to take was a personal matter and
was not to he tnken as representing tie feel-
ing of the Country Farty. We should keep
that in wind.

The Minister for Works:
get it

My, SAMPSON: There was no ue-tion of
misleading the House on the part of the hon,
mengber. T have no hesitation in saving, how-
ever, that T have no intention of veting in sup-
port of the amendment whieh T wnderstand is
to be moved. T feel that these times call for
cither an endorsement or otherwise of the
policy whieh the Premier is pursuing in con-
nection with the Vote for Lands and Repatria-
tion. We should he as generous as possible.
The future of Western Australia unloubtedly
vests npon the prosperity of our wheat lands,
onr fruit lands, and our dairying industry.
That being so, provision of sufficient money
in the Estimates is more in the nature of an
investment than anything else. I regret it
i3 not possible that an even more vigoroms
poliey ean be carried out. Personally. T have

We will not for-
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tlie : tont confidence in our leader and that
corfiden-e is reflected throughout the State.

Mr. MeCallum: To whom do vou refer as
vour legder?

Mr, NAMPRON: Our leader is the Pre-
micr. In addition to proviston for extending
our wheat lands, 1 think consideration should
b given to providing land suitable for
dried rroits. At the foot of the ranges
there are thousands of acres which T think
cun be profitably vsed for the growing of sul-
tunis, Jexias, and currants.  When the Press
defegation went through  the “‘Sunraysed’’
district jast year | was a member of that
party, amd 1 was amazed to see the wonder-
tul renaress that had been made there, Our
Inenls 2t Maida Vale and generally along the
hase of the ranges are execlient for the grow-
ine ¥ fine froits, and 1 hope it will be pos-
sible, aithongh it is probably too late this
yoar, ta wake provision for the closer settle-
ment of those lands. Tt is a very profitable
form of culture and ene which in Mildara
awl other disteicts along the River Murray
hits resultell in a great deal of prosperity to
those engaged in the industry. T assure the
Premier that he has the confidence of mem-
hors ot this House and of the people of the
State senerallv. We are absolutely convineed
that Liv policy is in the best interests of the
Stat:, und only by the vigorous earrying out
of xueh a whole-hearted policy can Western
Auctralin advance, Tt is recognised that the
great mining industry is for the moment de-
clining,

Mr, Marshall: To you sugpest the mining
indestry is defunet?

Mr. BAMPSON: T do not, and I trust
we will be generous with the mining indnstry
when we deal with it later on. Western Auns-
tralia owes a great deal to the mining in-
dustry.

Mr. Marshall: My word she does!

Mr, BAMPSON: Tt iz a wise poliey, how-
ever, especially in view of the state of the
mining industry at present, to develop the
Intent resources that we have within the State.
T hose the Premier will continue as he has
commeneerl.  Te has begun in a way which
has the approval of Western Australia and

- the approval of all these who know the needs
ot the Rfate.

Mr. Mann: When do you suggest he began?

Mr. SAMPSON: Long before I or theshon.
member knew amything about loeal govern-
ment, -

Mr. Mann: Hear, hear.

Mr, SAMPSON: T assure the Premier that
we look to him to continue his policy and to
develap it to the utmost. Provision of money
to develop the State under the heading of
lands and repatriation is in the best interests
of the Siate and there can be po better in-
vestmept.

Him. W. C. ANGWIX (North-East Fre-
mant's) [10.15]: T have always been a strong
suppurter of the Premier’s land settlement
policy, and T helieve he is doing the right
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thing in attempting to develop the South-
West., Certainly 1 am a strong supporter of
his group scttlement scheme. If we are to
bring immigrants from the Old Lond, there
is no lwtrer part of the Htate in which to
place them than the South-West, beeause the

soil theve i» similar to that to which they

have been aceustomed in the Old World, It
is true the cost of clearing down there is
fairly lieavy. The estimate is from £13 to
£15 per acre.

The Minister for Works:
cost £330,

Hon, W. €. ANGWIN: Buot you (id not
use travtion engines, which ig the method
cmploved to-lay. At Manjimup, the officers
estimate that in all probability the cleaving
for the group settlement will be done at £13
per acre. The soundest poliey for this State
lics in the filling up of our empty spaces.
We have in the South-West thousands of
aeres, which wonld c¢arry thovsands of per-
sons. Of eourse a good denl of money is re-
quired for the purpose. 1 think probably the
Premier, in view of the abuse levelled at him
in the past, will be chary of earrying settle-
ment too far east. Tu the period 1906-1910
the present Premicr did everything he could
to develop the wheat areas. Tn 1911 there
was a partial dronght, and in consequence
the I'remier was the most abused man in the
commfry, the charge aguinst him being that
he had put settlers too far east.

Home of mine

[Mr. Angelo took the Chair.]

Mr, Maun: Those people say their pravers
to him new, night and morning.

Hon, W, ", ANGWI[X: As the result of
that drought, there was a demand for a gen-
eral reduoetion in land prices. Only a fort-
night ago 1 attended a meeting called to
deal with valuations. Amongst those present
was o well known swrvevor who has sur-
veyed thousands of acres of land in this
State. I asked him, were we not selling our
land too cheaply, and he said, ‘* Yes, we arc
selling it much too cheaply.”’ Some of our
best land has been sold at from 10s, to 15s,
per acre, Jand whieh is worth very much more.
I was a member of the Government which
was led astray on this point and made the
mistake of reducing the price of land.

Mr. Harrison: You considerably increased
produection thereby.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: No, I am very
doubtful whether we increased production by
50 wmueh as a bushel. One result of our redue-
ing the price of land was the atlowing of per-
sous who should have had only 1,000 acres
to take up 2,000 and 3,000 acres and hold
a large portion of it out of eultivation. At
all events, Parlinment agreed to it, and the

_prite of land was considerably reduced. The

member for Williama-Narrogin  (Mr. Tohn-
ston) has been impressing on the Premier the
ndcessity for taking settlers out further east.
Yot the hon. member was one of the strongest
in condemnation of the Premier in 10911 onm
the seore that he had taken the wheat grow-
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ers tvo far cast; he styled the Premier ¢¢ The
breezy optimist from Northam,’?

Mr. JTJohnston: Railways have been built
sinee then.

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN; Yes, but railways
do not prevent droughts. Railways have
taken out to some dry districts at £1 per
thousand gallons water whieh cost the Gov-
ernment £+ per thousand. In the South
West we have thousands of acres entirely
free from any risk of drought, comtry
where, not water, bat «rainage is required.
It is far better to pursue development in
areas having a surc rainfall than to open up
areas in districts where there is a possibility
of drought. [ hope the Premier will be care-
ful if he resolves upon pushing settlement
out east. 1 am very much surprised at the
amendnent moved by the member for Kat-
anning (Mr. A. Thomson)., Hon, members
shoull weigh very carefunlly the remarks made
by the hon, member when moving his amend-
ment,  He represents a large  agricultural
district, one of the best in the State, but
there is in that district a big arca still
requiring settlement. 1f the Vote be re-
duced by 10 per cent,, it will mean the im-
mediate vessation of land scttlement through-
out the State.

Mr. Marshall: That will suit some of the.
bigger holders of Katanning.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Of the vote on
the Estimates no less a snm than £61,000 has
been fixed by boards appointed by Parlia-
ment to adjust the vrate of salaries.
Parliament is respousible for that amount,

anl S0 it eanmot  be  altered, even
though we might dismiss a few officers.
What items would the hon. member
have cut down?  There is an inerease of

£9,161 for clearing; there is £1,778 wages
for survey hands; and there is £1,834 for
refumds to revenne; making a  total of
£€12,725. 1 eannot approve of ecufting down
qurveys, We are asking people to go on the
lawd. There were at Premantle 80 ap-
plications for land the other day. 1
want to see those men settled. Tf we
redluce the Vote those men will go, not
on the land but on the unemployed list, and
the Premier will be lefy with a staff of
officers but with noe money for the purpose
of putting that staff to work. With all due
respect to the member for Katanning, 1T say
that if his electors desire the cessation of
Iund settlement throughout the State, desire
to sce the empty spaces left unoceupied, then
the hon. member could not have adopted a
better attitude than he has adopted to-night.
T hope the Committee will not agree to any
reduction of the Vote, but will back up the
Preamier, or anybody else, prepared to go
akead with land settlement. We want to
see people going on the land in their thons-
ands; and the only way to encourage land
settlement is by furnishing the necessary
money, At Manjimmp I asked the Premier
wiy he rould not bring more men down there
while *hey were anxious to come, and his
reply was, ‘T cannot get the surveys ecar-
ried ou* fast enough.’’ Tf we agree to the
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amendmrent moved by the member for Katan-
ning, how can we go ahead with surveys!
Those wh» vote iu support of the amendment
will be voting against increased land settle-
ment, and so against inereased population;
because al present the only way in which to
materially inerease our population is by in-
creasing land sottlement.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [10.28]: I am
extremely sorry the member for Kataming
{Mr. A. Thomson) in his endeavour to assist
in the reduction of the deficit should have
wmoved a reduction in this partienlar Vote.
For some time past the hon. mewber has been
most anxious for an adjustment of the State’s
finances. I have seen many increases in capi-
tal cost whieh have been entirely beyond the
Premier's power to remedy. They have been
brought about by combinations. It is, we
know, beyond the Premicr’s power to reduce
capital cost to the degree we should like to
see it reduced. [Et is wost unfortunate for
the member for Katanuing that he should
have moved his amendment on this partienlar
Vote, but it was the firat Vote to come on
this afternoon,

Mr. A. Thomson: Youn would not suggest
that it was done on purpose?

Mr. HARRTSON: I am not suggesting it.
I only rosc to assure the Committee that I
am convinced of the hon. member's earnest-
ness in moving his amendment in order to
focus the attention of the Committee on the
varioug items with a view to their being care-
fully serutinised. T want these words re-
corded, becanse I feel that the member for
Katanning has done hig best in the interests
of the State, his electorate and wine during
the period T have been unable to attend to
the duties.

Mr. MONEY (Bunbury) [10.30]: The dis-
cussion on this vote reminds me of the old
saying, ' Distant fields appear the greenest,”’
T am eonvinced that the poliey in this State
for some years past has been too far reach-
ing, for we have within a few miles of the
city of Perth some of the richest land in
Australia lying idle, not beecause of the cost
of clearing, but because the Almighty has
given a little more water than was necessary,
and we have been too lazy to construct the
neeessary drainage that this land might be
ntilised to its utmost. At the same time,
we have spent hundreds of thousands of
pounds in the construetion of railways to
distant parts. Our metropolitan market for
vyears should have been supplied by the lands
within 50 miles of Perth. We have land
there equal to the best swamps in Victoria,
which for many years were equally badly
treated, These swamps, however, have more
than repaid the total cost of drainage works,
With alt the world's experience in front of
us, we have been blind for years past. Imn
the Old Country the fens and the marshes,
lands very similar, have been made the most
productive and valuable in the world. Very
little of that land to-day is worth less than
£100 an ncre. In the course of a few years, with
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practical drainage schemes, the swamps from
I"remantle right round the coast to Albany
could be made equally valuable from a pro-
duetive point of view to supply our markets.
Is it reasonable, is it sensible, is it economi-
val to pay £7 or £% per head for freighting
vattle from the North-West to supply the peo-
ple of Perth? Tt is not fresh meat; it is
not frozen meat; I do not know what to call
it. Although it is very fat meat, a lot of it
is very much bruised. It is not cconomical
to do this, and T have been wondering whe-
ther Western Australia las been too wuch
under the thumbs of people interested in the
North-West, Tbey have had the advantage
of our markets for years when people close
at hand should have hbeen developing the
country very much nearer fo the metropolis.
Our ficlds down south remain greenm for
a far greater portion of the 12 months
than those in the North. The eattle there
fatten quickly, the seasons are uncertain,
Here there is an assured rainfall. There is
no other part of Australin, and T doubt
whether there is any other part of the
world with the certain rainfall we have in
the South-West. I have been here for 28
years and I have not experiencid the
semblance of a drought, With sueh sssured
conditions and sueh certain growth it is
simply marvellous what can be produced.
Though a lot of that land is not of the
best, with the natural period of growth
commencing in Mareh and ending in Nov-
e¢mber, all of it will grow good pasture, pru-
vided farming knowledge is bronght to bear
on the task. With proper treatment all kinds
of clovers grow knee high. Look along the
railways, aud there on Jand which has never
been cultivated the elovers grow knee high.
Farming in the South-West is mot a matter
of speculation; it presents the greatest cer-
tainty of any spot in Awstralia. If we are
not taking advantage of jt, it is due to the
fault of our people and to the lack of know-
ledge. 1 admit that the work is not easy;
it requires knowledge to farm this land, A
lot of elementary knowledge is required. ¥or
years half the crops in that loecality have been
wasted, becaunse we have not practised the
elements of agricnlture by recognising the
necessity for drainage. To-day the same
costs for manure, for seed, for ploughing,
drilling aml gathering are incurred as are
nevessary for a full crop. Probably the cost
of the seeding would have been snfficient to
carry out the necessary drainage and give a
bountifnl harvest. 1 agree entirely with the
member for AMt. Magmet (Mr. Troy) in
stressing the necessity lor wider agrienltural
education. The present position is deplorable
but it is not surprising. T should think that
in no country in the world are people dumped
on the land without previous training as they
are in Western Australia. It would he well
if the Government expended #£10,000 or
£20,000 a year to obtain thorough agricul-
tural instructors to assist the people on the
Jand, Tf we could only increase produetion
by 10 per cent. as a result of a system of
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thorough instruction, it swould be money well
spent. I have no hesitation in saying that
by thorough instruction an increase of 20
te 40 per cent. in production could be ob-
tained. Everybody knows the necessity for
drainage in the South-West, The oliler nem-
bers know that for yenrs we have been ask-
ing that greater attention be devoted to
drainage. There is also need for applying
lime in which the soil is deficient. It iz not
that lime has any value as a mannre, hut it
acts on the land in such a way that, after
the application, the full henefit of the man-
ure is cbtained, and only one-third of the
quantity is required. 1 agree with other mem-
hers that if there is anc vote which we can-
not atford to touweh, it is this. We cannot
afford to be niggardly, We must spend the
money, becanse we cannot afford not to spend
it. This is not the only example of expendi-
ture which we canmot afford to forego. 1
would be prepared to spend £3,000 at once
on an agrieultural eollege, even if we went
bankrupt by so doing, There are so many
matters connected with the development of
the State that we ecannot afford to drop, I am
reminded of a speculator who Dbecame in-
debted to the bank to such an extent that the
bank told him they could not carry him sny
further, He replied, ‘*If yov stop me now
1 will wreck the bank. You will have tu go
further so that T can see youn through.’’ I
de not suggest that Western Australia is in
that state, but we cannot afford to stop in
some directions, though we must économise
in all uvaproductive departnents. This is a
department on which the existence of West-
ern Australia depends, sceing that it is re-
sponsible for the settlement of new lands,
and the filling vp of our cmpty spaces.

The PREMIER (Ilon. Bir Jumes Mitehell
—XNortham) [10.40]: The House knows that
if the motion of the member for Katanning
is carrted it will be taken as a maotion of no
canfidence in the Government. I do not know
that he is serious in suggesting that no at-
tempt has been made at ceonomy.  He said
he had consulted a previous Treasurer who
was in office a couple of years ago, and that
he had been told by that gentleman that the
Estimates could be veduced by 10 per cent, 1L
ilo not know how it could bhe done. T am
sure that Mr, Gardiner did his hest to make
ends meet. Since then there has been the tre-
mendons added expense becanse of the genu-
ine development that has {faken place.

Mr,- A. Themson: Yon know the reason
why he resigned.

The PREMIER: Why?

Mr: A, Thomson: Becanse he could not
get his colleagues to agree with him.

The PREMIER: XNonsense! Do hon, mem-
bers realise the difference tretween those
days and these daxs! [ do not helieve the
member for Katanuing fails to understand
the difference. In those days there was noth-
ing deing in Western Australia. There was no
land settlement going on. Seldiers were not
heing settled. There was unemplovment and
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trouble everywhere. Industries were more or
less at a standstill. Tt is true that gold, lead,
tin, and copper were being worked, but apart
from that everything clse was quiet. There
wus no land being eleared for scttlement and
no development going on. Sinee then every-
thing has goue up in cost. Members shoull
ask th=mselves where any reduction in a vote
sieh as this ean be made. Tt is not enough
te sav thut there has been no cconomy. It
is g0 cheap and se easy to say that. There
lins been econmomy and T have shown where
it has occurred,  There is less expenditure
this vear on these votes than there was last
year, natwithstanding that we have had to
meet the inerenses in salaries awarded by the
Appeal Board. T venture to say that the
lion. member has not yvet looked through the
items on these Estimates.

Mr. A. Thomson: I have.

Mr. Mann: He is making it general,

The PREMIER: Tf so, there is no exeuse
for him. IHe is deliberate in his attempt to
cut «dewn this vote which is so vital to the
people.  Included in the vote is an item of
£20.000 which is to be used for elearing by
tractors and for cutting firewood. Against
that there will be n return of £8,000, The
wood itself is sold. T1f the hon. member
wishes the Ilouse te believe thaot there has
leen no defitite economy he has gome the
wrong way ahout it. We are doing all we ean
to earry on the development of this eomntry
and to see that work is found for everyone,
Tt has heen the most Aiffienlt task possible,
the most difficeult that has faced any Gm’eré-
ment for the last two or three vears.

Hon, W, . Angwin: T am glad you con-
fine it to the last fwo years.

The PREMIER: The trouble lies with our
publie wtilities. T believe the hon, member
intends to test the feeling of the Committee
on thiz matter. T hope that when the division
is taken he will be satisfied that he has done
what he set out to do, and that he has
expressed his objection to the expenditure on
land and repatriation. T also hope he will
then look info the Estimates and ask himselt
if it is not a faet that he hag failed to
renlise the position. It is not right that Min-
isters should be criticised where eriticism is
not deserved. If there is one direction in
which money is being well spent, it is in the
direction of developing the country. This
money is being economically spent. If the
hen. member will ecompare the work that is
being done with the work that was done a
year or two ago, he will see that the position
is quite clear, Twice as much work is being
done by the Lands Department te-day than
was done two years ago. I do not know what
wore eould be dome. T appreciate the ve-
miarks of hon. members who lhave spoken so
wholeheartedly about land seitlement, T am
glad, too, that the work has met with the
appraval of the member for North-East Fre-
mantle and others, T want to go on with it
and assist these people to produce, and to
help themselves as well ag the conntry, Surely
it is a great work and should meet with the
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approval of members of the Country
Party, us it evidently has met with
the approval of other members. I hope
this vote will not be reduced. Hon., mem-
bers are now aware that the amend-

ment will represent a motion of want of con-
fidenee in the Government, I ought te have
said this at an early stage. However, T did
not realise it. Had I done so, I would have
taken the opportunity of replying to the
member for Katanning upon the conclusion
of the speech in which he intimated his in-
tention of moving the redunetion,

Mr. A0 THOMSON: I shall now move my
amendment.

The CHATRMAN: At the end of the dis-
cussion on the items I shall give the member
for Katanning an opportunity to move his
amendment. | must first allow the Com-
mittee an opportunity to disecuss items.

Mr. A, THOMSON: T desire to say, though
not by way of protest, Sir

The CHAIRMAN: T cannot allow any dis-
cussion of the matter.

Mr. A. THOMSON: T want to be permitted
to say that I shall move a reduetion of 10
per ecent., not in opposition to the policy of
scttling and developing  the “lands of this
country, but as a dircction to the Govern-
ment to economisc.

Ttem, Distriet surveyors, Narrogin, £636:

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: 1 thonght that most
of the lands around Narregin had been taken
up, that there was no land available in the
district unless one went out inte the dry
arcas. Nevertheless, it appears that the Nar-
rogin district lands and survey office is going
to cost over £2,000 this year.

The PREMIER: The Narrogin office is
one of the busiest we have. A great deal of
land to the westward of Narrogin has been
taken up this last year.

My, JOHNSTON: Supplementing  the
Premier’s remarks, T should like to say, re-
plying to the sneers of the member for
Noarth-East Fremantle, that from the Nar-
rogin office are controlled the whele of the
lands now vaecant aleng the Great Southern
railway, as are also the lands towards the
cast. I am sure the member for North-East
Fremantle will be pleased to know that in
the eastern distriets nmumerous blocks which,
having been pnrtly improved, were aban-
doned in or after the year 1914, have lately
been selected. There is also a large demand
for surveyed land at Ealgar, where railway
communieation will have to be supplied later.

Ttem, Refunds of revemue, £2,300:

Mr. ANGELO: What does this item re-
present?

The PREMIER: Amounts which have been
overpaid; for instanee, refunds of rents over-
paid.

Mr. A. THOMSON:
amendment—

That the vote be reduced by £10,000.
Amendment put and negatived.
Vote put and passed.

I now move my
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Vote—Agricultural Bank, Industries As-
sistance Board, Soldiers’ Land Settlement,
£486—agreed to. .

[This concluded the Estimates of the De-
partments of Lands and Repatriation.;

Colonial Treasurer’s Department—Hon.
Sir James Mitehell, Minister,

Vote—Treasury, £14,422:
Mr. A, THOMSOX (Katanning} [9.35]:

I greatly regret that the Premier has
adopted the attitude that any motion
for the reduetion of a vote mmst be

aceepted as a motion of want of confi-
dence in the Government. The result is that
members who endeavonr to carry out their
election pledges are placed in an utterly
false position. As regards voting on items,
my experience hag been that although items
are cut out, the money nevertheless is spent.
1 would like the Committee to give the Gov-
ernment a general direetion as to the quar-
ters in ~which economies should be effected.
Although fighting a forlorn hope, I still ask
the Committee to give such a direction. On
the Launds Estimates T found myself in an
unfortunate position. I admit the strength
of the arguments adduced by various mem-
hers. As regards this Treasury Vote, T re-
cognise that the bulk of the increases which
it shows have heen forced upon the Treas-
vrer. 1f T movoed the oxeision or reduetion
of any particniar item, 1 would at once be
told that it was a matter of salary, and
therefore a matter outside the control of Par-
liament—Parlinment having appointed a
Loard to fix the salaries of publie servants.
My idea in suggesting the reduction of the
Estimates generslly on a 10 per cent. basis
wag to give Ministers an intimation that
members as a whole would stand behind them
in the matter of economics. However, the
Government take the position of saying,
‘“There are our Estimates; pass them. If
vou do not accept what we give you we will
get ont,’’ What is the use of endeavouring
to reduce salaries already fixed by the Appeal
Board?

The Premier: That is what you tell us
to do by moving to reduce a vote by 10 per
cent.

Mr. A. THOMSOXN: No. The carrying of
such an amendment would be merely a gen-
eral direction to Ministers to effect econo-
mies. No donbt they are endeavour-
ing to effect them. Tan this connee-
tion Jet me remark that the Minister
econtrolling a certain  department plotied
out how eertain work should be done, but
unfortunately was compelled to go away into
the eountry, and on his return found that his
instructions had been disobeyed, with the re-
sult that, to quote his own statement, it was
difficult to aseertain what the work would
cost the State. Again, for certnin works in
the Narth-West a Minister required a certain
article, and ingquiry Wwas made whether the
article was insafock at the Government
Stores. The reply was in the uegative, and
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the arvticle had to be imported from the East-
ern States at a eost of £600, When the Min-
ister went to his own department later ou,
the first thing bronght under lLis notive was
the very article which would have filled
the Dbill, and would have saved £600
te the State. 1 mention this fact to
show what position )Ministers are con-
fronted with and also what faces members
of this Chamber. The treatment of the Esti-
mates is a farce. They are presented to the
House and we are told that we vannot reduce
them in any way we desire, because it we do
g0 the Government will regard the jetion
taken as a vote of no confidenec, We ennnot
transfer an amount from one item to another
because the Standing Qrders prevent vs from
doing so. No private member has the power
to iuercase a single item, neither arc we pev-
mitted to reduce an item.

Hon. W_ . Angwin: We can reduce them
or wipe them out altogether.

Mr, A, THOMSON: If we wipe them out,
the Premier says he will regavd the act as a
vote of no confidence.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: That is a different
matter; the provision is there,

Mr, A. THOMSON: I want the conntry to
realise that this iz the pesition, We hear
people asking what members ot Parvlizment
are doing and yet when we make un lionest
endeavour to effect economies, we are de-
barred from doing go. TIf this is the position,
it i3 absolutely useless for us to discuss the
«igtimates, I regret that the Premier has
seen fit to adopt the attitude J have indiented,
and in these eireumstances I feel found to
move an amendment—

That the Vote be reduced hy £1,300,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That will mean that
we will not deal with the Vote at all.

Mr. A. THOMSON: T wonld like to ex-
plain to the Committee that when T wmovead
for a reduction of 10 per cent. on the Vote
—‘Lands Department aml Repatriation,’’
I intended it to apply to the whole Vote,
whereas the debate apparently dealt with
the Lands Department anly. T intended the
ameudment to apply to the whole division.

The Premicr: Some of the Votes referred
to repatriation.

Mr. A, THOMSON: T simply wish to
make clear that iny amendment was intended
to apply to the Vote en bloe,

The CHATRMAN: The Standing Orders
do not permit you to do that,

Mr. A. THOMSON: T sulwmit to your rul-
ing, bnt T want my cxplanation on record in
“‘Hansard.''

Amendment put and negatived,

Vote put and passed.

Yote—Audit, £11,947;

Mr. A. THOMSOXN: T intrnd te move that

this vote be redueed hy 10 per ecent. ux well.
My reason for so doing is that in the Auditor
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General’s reports for the years ended 30th
June, 1919, and 1929 respeetively, the follow-
ing paragraph appears:—

Without dissection of the whole of the
entries for the year against the appropria-
tion ‘¢ Advance to Treasurer,’’ it is not pos-
sible to say how much of the £400,000 pro-
vided by Parliament was used, The rve-
turns do not give the information, and the
bookkeeping system does not provide for
marghalling all c¢harges in a  convenient
manner against the appropriation. *

I move my amendment as a protest against
the action of the Auditor General who, al-
though he has ineluded that statement in his
two reports, bas not attempted to make any
alteration.

Mr. Marshall:  He has not stated that
there is any c¢xtravaganee involved.

Mr. A, THOMSON: As Awditor General,
hie should have seen that his proposal was
carried into c¢ffect. T move an amendment—

That the vote bLe redueed by £1,200.

Amendntent ‘put and negatived.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—CUompassionate allowances, £1,219:

Mr. MaeCallom SMITH: Last session
a petition, signed by practically every mem-
ber of Parliament, was presented to the Pre-
mier asking that a eompassionate allowance
should be provided for Mrs, Daglish, the
widow of u late Premier. Has anything been
done in connection with that matter?

The PREMTUER: Nothing has been {dome.
I will look up the position and sec whether
anything can he done,

Vote put aml passed.

Vote—Gavernment Savings Fank, £32,193:

Ttem, Manager, £552:

My, MacCallwm SMITH: The wmanager
of the Government Savings Bank has re-
ceived an increase of £2,

The Premier: No, it is £48.

Mr. MacCallum SMITH: This means that
the manager of a big institution, handling
about six milliods per annum, gets the paltry
salary of about £11 a weck, whereas the
heads of ordinary associated banks reecive
£rom £1500 to £2,000 a year, althongh they
do not handle half as much money.

Mr. Angelo: That is nensense.

Mr, Teesdale: You had better move to jin-
crease his salary.

My, MaeCallum SMITIT: Unfortunately, I
cannot fo that vmder the Standing Orders.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The appeal board is
dealing with this matter.

Mr. MacCallam SMITH: The Committee
ghould have something to say about it as well.
The salary paid to thie manager of the Gov-
ernment Savings Bank amounts to a scandal,
and I hope the Premier will see that the sal-
ary paid is more commensurate with the im-
portanee of this position.
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Mr, MANN: What is the position in regard
to Mr, Leschen? Has le been retrenched
from the service?

The Premier: He has been retired.

Mr. LUTEY: I understand that negotia-
tions have been proceeding between the Com-
monwealth and the State regarding the pro-
posed transfer of the State Savings Bank.
What has been the outcome of thosc negotia-
tions? '

The PREMIER: Negotiations are proceed-
ing now. T shall be seeing Bir Denison Miller
when T get to Melbourne. Only the gther day
I told the House T wounld make known the
exact position before finality was reached.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: T should like to re-
mind the Premier that the State Savings
Bank has been of considerable benefit to the
friendly sovieties, Tn Queenstand the friendly
sovieties lost that benefit when the State
bank was transferred to the Commonwealth.

The Premier: T promise the hon, mem-
her that nothing of the sort will happen if
amd when onr State bank is transferved to
the Commonwealth,

Vote put and pasgsed.

Vote—Govermment Stores, £19,271:

My, A. THOMSOXN:
ment—

That Contingencies, £11,507, be reduced
by £1,150.
T am dealing with an item now.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: Nounscnse, von are
dealing with a subdivision,

Mr. A. THOMSON: Anyhow, [ move that
it be reduced.

The CHATRMAN: The amendment cannot
he aeccepted.

Mr, A, THOMSON: Very well, I will with-
draw’‘it. T now move an amendment—

That the Vote be reduced by £1,150.

Mr. Teeadale: Anything at al], so long as

it is something.

T move an amend-

Amendment put and negativerd.
Vote put and passed.
Vote—Taxation, £12,276:

Mr. A. THOMSON: How much money has
been saved by the amalgamation of the State
aird Federal Departments?

The Premier: The Estimates show £21,596.

Mr. A, THOMSON : Is that an actual sav-
ing? Has any actual saving been effected
up to date?

The PREMIER: Yes, there is an actual
saving every day in the year. If the hon.
member will divide 365 into the sum I have
named, and caleulate the time that has elapsed
sinee the amalgamation, he will arrive at
the actual saving to date. ‘

Mr, A, THOMSON : The report of the Com-
missioner of Taxation did not say that any
saving had been’ cffected. It stated that pos-
sibly a saving might result, but that thus far
the only advantage gained by the amalga-
mation was the making available to the State
Department of information held by the Fed-
eral Department.
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The Premicr: That was up to the 3Uth
June last.

Vote—put and passed.
Vote—Workers’ Homes Board, £4,333:

Mr, MacCallom SMITH: 1 again draw
attention to the exeeedingly small salary paid
to the head of this department. I notice
that the department is to take over the econ-
trol of the war service homes, which will mean
a vonsiderable increase in work, [ hope the
Premier will see that the salary of this offi-
cer is correspendingly raised.

The Premicr: He is ecrtainly a very eapa-
ble witicer,

Mr, MaeCallom SMITIL:
murch larger salary,

Mr. MAXNN: What is to be the policy in
regard to the Workers® Homes Board in the
enswing vear! In view of the bigh rents
charged in the metropolitan area, 1 should
like to know if the Goverument intend to en-
large the scope of the Workers® Homes
Board.

Mr. MONEY: T should like to know whe-
ther it is intended to extemd the operations
ot the board to the country.

Hen, W. . Angwin: IFor the last three
Fears they have been operating exclugively in
the country.

Mr. MONEY : If that is so, it is diffienlt to
find the homes built in the country.

Afe, Lathawm: A wwmber of them ave to be
seen in country districts.

Mr. MOXEY: It is not so in my district.

Hon. W, €. Angwin: You know you have
made a1 mistake; why not admit it?

Mr. MONEY: We are increasing faecilities
in the ¢ities. 1 think it is time we paid some
attention to the producing areas, If we
wish to attract population to the coiintry dis-
tricts we mnst provide necessary housing ae-
commaodation. People are eoming to the
eity because it is the only place where they
ean pet ghelter. 1t would be hetter for both
the city and the country if more attention
were paid to housing in the country districts.

Mon. W, €. ANGWIXN: [ echo the remarks
of the member for North Perth with regpect
to this officer, who is a competent man, but
not on the ground that this department brings
profit to the Govermment. The object was not
to make a profit, hat merely to pay expenses.
There is no doubt that the member for Bun-
bury  (Mr. Money) made a mistake. Te
doubtless heard that wno money was being
veted for the eowntry and thought he had
got something on to the Premier, but he made
the greatest bloomer of his life, beeaunse for
two or three years no money has been granted
in the metropolitan area.

Mr., A. Thomson: Beeause it is possible to
bujld more eheaply in the eountry than in the
city.

Hon, W, €, AXGWIX: Ne, it was becanse
the Premicr and a great number of his sup-
porters represent the ecuntry, and he inti-
mated that only the eountry districts would
be dealt with. T am pleased that at preseat
he ix providing funds for town and country.

Jle is worth a
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[ issne a warning to the DPremicer that the
nwetropolitan members ean, if they so desire,
bring to bear greater pressure than the coun-
try members, though we have unot douc it as

yet.

Mr. Latham: You cannot make the com-
bination,

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: The Lon. member

has not attended the meetings of metropoli-
tan members. We are determived to see that
justive is done to the metropelitan area.
There are other things besudes party polities.
Wue want te cnsure that the metropolitan
ares i treated the same as the country, I
have been in this House for 16 years, and I
have never known metropolitan members to
trke action to divert money from the country
to the metropolitan area. Wy have treated
the State as a State, but we intend to see that
we get fair play in future,

Mres, COWAN: 1 hope the I'remicr will
realise that the metropolitan area needs quite
as much attention in this respect as the
conntry,

The Premier: It is getting as mueh atten-
tion,

Mrs, COWAN': Nat long ago investigations
showed that there were four-roomed houses in
which 23 people were living, Tt iz time we
returned o the old system of establishing
workers’ homes so that people ean get hownes,
I am as anxions as anyouc to see people set-
tling in the country, but there are large num-
hers who cannot be accommodated.  Metro-
pelitan members intend to stand up for their
constitnents in this matter.

Mr. ANGELO: [ think the veason the
Commonwealth Government are handing over
their war service homes to be dealt with by
the Workers® Homes Board is thad their scheme
has not been ronning  satisfactorily, while
they recogunise that the State scheme is welb
managed. [ trost that when the amalgama-
tion takes place, the Premier will see that a
great deal of crellit is due to the manager of
the Workers' Homes Board. He is a very
capable officer, and T was glad to hear the
members for North Perth and  North-East
Fremantte putting in a geod word for him.

The Minister for Works: He is a very
fortunate officer in having advocates here
when be has an appeal board to go to.

Mr. ANGELO: The Premier and others
are lameating that sueh a great proportion of
the population is lecated in the towns, and
that more people are not living in the country.
For years the people in the North-West have
heen trying to get workers’ homes, but so
far have not succecded in getting one.

The Minister for Works: No workers up
there.

Mr, Mann: The workers uwp there are only
casual and pass to anml fro.

Mr. ANGELO: The remark of the member
for Perth is correct, beeause the workers can-
not get homes to live in.

Mr, Marshall: Whire or black workers?

Mr. ANGELO: There must he a lot of
hlack people in the hen. member’s eonstitu-
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ency as he is always talking about them. A
requisition signed by 22 genuine workers was
forwarded to the Government last year, ask-
ing that workérs’ homes be erected for them
in Carnarvon. Many of these men had per-
manent positidns, but they had to leave the
town hecause they could not get house oc-
<ommodation, :

The Premjer: We treat their applications
‘the same as anyone else’s.

Mr, ANGETO: The people in the metro-
Ppolitan area can go to the office and obtain
all information at five minutes' notice, The
people at Carnarven have not a copy of the
Act and eannot get the pamphlets, so that
they do not know the conditions under which
‘these homes are provided.

Mr, Mullany: But they have a member.

Mr, ANGELQ: [ suggest that the manager
of the Loard should be permitted to go to
Carnarven and c¢xplain  the schemne, The
people there would be willing to pay the ex-
penses of the trip. The Premier has agreed
that this should be done and that an officer
shall go up there. We in the North whe
pay our taxes should be entitled to the
benefits of this scheme. Metropolitan mem-
bers are calling out for more homes in their
localities, but already we have too many
people living there.

Mr, MacCallum Smith: We are paying for
them.

Mr., ANGELO: People shounld not be en-
couraged to come to the citv. They are
nothing but parasites on the producing
community, Our applications were made
18 months ago and should have heen con-
sidered long ago.

Mr, A, THOMSON : Has
taken into consideration the question of
people converting their leasehold homes
into frechold? Petitions have already been
presented to the Government on the sub-
Ject. Those who are desirous of obtaining
the freehold of their properties shonld have
the privilege of doing se. It is not asking
too much to reguest the Government te
amend the Workers' Homes Aet in this
direction.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Tt is.

Mr. A. THOMSON: That iy a matter of
opinion. If people are desirous of retain-
ing their homes uunder fthe leasehold prin-
ciple they can do so, but if they desire to
convert them into frechold they have every
right to do so. TIn some cases people might
have Dbeen compelled through @Gnancial
stress to get their homes under the lease-
hold principle.

The Premier: I will give the matter con-
gideration.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T am sorry the
Premier made that interjection to satisfy
the hon. member. These cases do not need
any consideration. The Workers’ Homes
Act contains one part for freehold, and
another part for leasehold homes.

The Premier: Parliament would have to
agree to the conversion,

the Premier
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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Under the free-
hold principle all that people have to do is
to pay for the land@ and the Government
build their homes for them. People who
wanted homes had the opportunity of taking
them up under either one part or the other.

Mr. A, Thomson; In some cases they had
not enough money to buy their own land.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Why should they
try to block anyone else from doing so? Tt

. is meroly a few selfish people who have

obtained leasehold homes at a lower rate,
who want to block others from getting free-
hold homes. Under the leasehold principle
people have been able to save one-half per
cent. interest. I am going to vote against
the conversion from leasehold to frechold.
Tt is a proposition which should not be
entertained by members. By means of a
little thrift people conld have saved enough
maney with which to buy their own land
and thus have obtained freehold homes.
They did not want to do so and now they
want to block others from doing it. .

Mr. A, Thomson: That is not correct.

Hon., W. (. ANGWIN: As member for
North-East Fremavotle T have bad no ve-
quests for a change from leasehold to free-
hold.

Mr. MaeCallum  Smith:  Terhaps they
kuow vour opinions,

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN: TProbably they
knew T held such strong views against

it that they did not come to me. The
workers’ home leaschold syvatem is working
satisfactorily, Alany people tool up homes
under that part of the Aect, even theugh
they had cnough money with which to buy
Jand. T advised some of them to do so in
order that they might have a little money
in the bank in case of sickness. T trust
the Government will not amend the Act in
order to wipe out the leasehold system.

Mr, McCALLUM: Have the Government
taken into consideraticn a cheaper means
of building workers’ homes?

The Premier: They have.

Mr. McCALLUM: Although country mem-
bers complain that workers’ homes are not
being provided in their localities it is as
well for them to know that no workers’
homes have been built in the city for thren
vears, .

The Premier: You are wrong there,

Mr, MeCALLUM: T have been trying for
three years to get advances for workery’
hemes within the metropolitan area, but
have been informed that no money is avail-
able for that purpose.

The Premier: Tt was stopped two years
ago.

Mr. McCALLUM: It is considerably over
three years since the department shut down
on expenditere of this sort in the metro-
politan area, although possibly one or two
houses may have been erected sinee then,
The eost of erccting a honse of four or five
rooms runs into £700 or £800 at cxisting
prices; and to pay 7 per eent. per anmum in-
trrest on that cost, in addition to rates and
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taxes, is an impossibility for the average
worker. Has the Premicr had inquiry made
inte Edison's invention for constructing con-
crete houges! 1 lLelieve that invention has
since been improved upon in Ameriea. In-
quiries into methols of improving and cheap-
ening the cost of liouse construction should
he made ail over the world. In this connec-
tion, [ repeat the suggestion T made on the
Address-in-reply, that industry boards should
he established, so that the best brains may he
got together for the purpose ef devising the
most satisfactory means of condueting cach
industry.

AMr. Latham: Alison s method of house
construetion has not proved a suecess.

Mr. A, Thomson: Lllouses ou Edison's
plab are dearer now.

AMr. Latham: Ther have never proved a
suecess in England,

Mr. MeCALLUM: My view is that all the
trades coneerned in house construetion shonid
join to consider the problem of housing the
people, which 1s a very pressing one. Have
1he Government sct any inquiries on foot?

The PREMIER: We have not yet made
inquiries, but they will be maide, and every-
thing that can he done will be done to fur-
nish the workers with cheaper and mare
camfortable homes.

Vote put and passed.
Yote—Miscellancons Services, £87,330;

Item, Society for the Prevention of Cruclty
to Animals, £50:

Mr. MaeCaltum 3MITH: 1 wish to say a
word on behalf of this very deserving socicty.
The fines inflicted do not cover the cost of
prosecutions; and the Government are, in
facet, benefiting to the extent of hundreds of
pounds annually by the work of the society.
T'herctore, I hope the Premicr will see his way
to make the society a somewhat larger grant,

The PREMIER: T revoguise that the so-
giety does gond work,

Item, Fire Brigade Board, ontribution,
£9,685:

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN:
wment—

Fhat the item be reduecd by £1,000,

in 1919-20 the contribution was £6,400; last
financial year it was £6,900; this financial
year it rises to £8,685. The contribution re-
presents only one-fourth of the expenditure,
the other three-fourths being paid by loenl
authorities and insurance companies. More-
over, the burden i becoming a fairly heavy
one on the ratepuyers. The Fire Brigade
Hoard must be given to understand that some
of their show has to be cut away.

The Premier: 1 agree with that.

Hon, W_ (. ANGWIN: There has heen
eontinually increasing expenditure from the
very start. The position as regards coat of
waterial and wages is no wmore unfavonrable
thiz year than it was last vear, and yet the
item shows an incredse of €998, The bhoard

T move an amend-

-Park.
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should at least kevp within their expenditure
of last vear.

The PREMIER: 1 quite agree that the
amount of this itew should not be so large as
it is. Further, | do not think the Govern-
ment should cver have catered into the arv-
ringement which obtains. I consider that
notice shouid be given of the Government’s
intention to terminate the arrangement, The
contribution should be limited to £6,000 or
£7,000, no matter what the total expense
miight be. TUnder the existing arrangement,
the State’s contribution auntomatieally  in-
ereases as the board's expenditure rises.

Amendment put and passed.

Ttem, Parks, Reeveation (rounds, ete—
prants for mainterance and improvements—
King’s Park Bourd, €2,100; other grounds,
£400; total £2,300:

Hen. W. €. ANGWIN: King's Park gets
an inerease of £500, while all the ofher parks
in the State togethor reccive only £400,

My, Mann: King’s Park is the national
k.

! Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: It s no more
national than any other park in the State.
[*erth has the Supreme Court gardens main-
twined by the Government, and (he gardens
un the Esplanade maintained by the Govern-
hent

AMr. MacCallum
Flouse gardens.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN:—and Crawley is
also kept up by the Government. On top of
that we Trave a graut of £2400 for King’s
Take, for vomparison, a place like
Point Walter. Nearly as many people visit
Point Walter as visit -King's Park.

Mr, Mann: People go te the King's Fark
all"day and every day.

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIN : 8¢ they do at Point
Walter, vet the only money spent apart from
the grant of £2,400 to King's Park, is £400,
which tmeans that only £400 is spent on all
the other parks throughout the State, Any
increase  shoull be given to the outside
grounds.

Mr. Mann: Yon would not compare Point
Walter with King’a Park?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: King’s Park is not
half so attractive as Point Walter,

My, Mann: You are not serious.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I mean it. If the
people want to ge for a pienic, they go to
Point Walter and not to King’s Park. The
Vote should be distributed more fairly.

The Minister for Works: Youn can get an
income from Point Walter that yen cannot
get at King’s Park.

Hou. W. (. ANGWIN: That is not so;
there are the tennis courts and so on at
King's Park. T am surprised that the Pre-
micr has placed this matter before the Com-
mittee in its present forin, more especially
as there is an additional item of £171 for the
Tark later on,

Mr. Mann: The President of the King’s
Park Beard (Mr, Lovckin) spends £1,000 a
year in connection with King's Park,

Smith:  And Government
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Hon. W. C, ANGWIX: All the more credit
to him. There ave other people in Perth who
lgve got a great deal more out of the people
of the metropolitan area than he has,

Ay, LATHAM: I move an amendment—

That the vote be reduced by £1,000,

I think the Vote should have been distributed
more genorally.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: The amendment will
not have that effeet. Tt will mean simply
knocking it about.

The PREMIER: King’s Park iz practi-
cally the one park in Perth that is kept by
the Government,

My, Mann: It is the National park,

The PREMIER: "There are a .nwmber of
roads throngh the park and they are really
highways, *

Mr, Latham: Let the Perth City Couneil
take charge of them.

The PREMIER: So long as the park is
eontrolleit by the Government, it must be
kept in order, for it js ome of our show
places.

Mr. Teesdaie:
motor ears.

The PREMIER: We must keep the park
in good order or else closc it up.

AMr. Latham: There will be £1,400 left.

The PREMIER: That would not go within
<oo-ee of doing all that is necessary in the
park. T think the Perth City Council should
take over and eontrol those things \hag
properly belong to Perth, including the parks.

My, ANGELO: How much of the £400 is
spent outside the metropolitan area?

My, Latham: Absolutely nothing,

Hon., W, C. Angwin: We get £100 for
Point Walter,

Mr. ANGELO: At Carnarvon the people
maintain their own park with a small eon-
tribution in addition whieh is furanished by
the loeal governing authorities. Life should
be made more congenial in the ountlying cen-
tres.

Mr. Mann: De you not desire to advertise
the show places of the State? People coming
through in the mail boat only have a few
hours and the King’s Park is a show place.

Mr, ANGELO: The local peaple should be
patriotie enough to support the park,

Mr. Clydesdale: Does that not apply te
your own distriet?

Mr. ANGELO: It does, and we are main-
taining our own park.

Mr, Mann: Do yon know of any capital
city which has not its show park?

Mr: Latham: We are not objecting to a
national park.

Amendment—put and negatived.

It is a scorching plaece for

{12 o'elock midnight.]

Ttem, Tepartmental advertising (except
Railways and State Steamship Service),
£2,500:

Mr., A, THOMSOXN:

What is this to be
spent on? :
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The Premier: Advertising.

Item, Government Stores depreciation ad-
Jjustment, £1,000:

Mr. \{ac(,al]mn SMITH:
item?

The PREMIER: It is to cover deprecm—
tion in the Government Stores. It has been
a ecustomary item for years, T wish they
would cut it out.

Item, Incidental, £750:

Mr, TEESDALE: I am very suspicious
about such items. T should like some explan-
ation of this.

The PREMIER: This covers expenditure
whieh cannot be c¢harged wp in any of the
departments, expenditure sueh as inspection
of hotels by the police, the cost of attending
the Premier's Conference, and that sort of
thing.

Item, Subsidy, south-east coast mail ser-
vice {State Steamship Service), £1,150:

Mr. ANGELQ: For how long are the Gov-
ernment going to pay a subsidy which the
Commonwealth Government should be provid-
ing? This is to assist the *‘Euncla’’ to make
a big loss. She has been losing £6,000 per
anuum, Qut of every 28 Jays she is tied
up at Albany for 18 days.

The CHAIRMAXN: This discussion will
more properly eome under the Estimates of
the State Steamship Service,

Ttem, Bonus on wheat, £250:

Mp, MaeCallum SMITH: T should like
some explanation of this,

The PREMIER: It is for a bonns on wheat
grown at Esperance, to cover the cost of cart-
ing.

Mr, Angelo: Js that not against the Com-
monwealth Taw?®

The PREMIER: We will risk that.

Ttem, Bonus for snggestions for effecting
economy in Public Serviee, £100:

Mr., LUTEY: This seems small. Does it
take in the whole of the Public Service, in-
eluding the Railways?

The Premier: Yes.

What is this

My, LUTEY: 1t certainly scems very
small. :

The PREMIER: It is in necordance with the
recommendation of the special committee ap-
pointed to deal with the suggestions.  The
money has been well spent, and has resulted
in the effecting of some ecomomies. It is

vsed merely for providing small rewards.

Vote as reduced to  £135,474, put and
passed.

Progress reported.

House adjonrned at 127 am.



